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Current Situation

It has remained hot and dry over the past couple months for much of the cotton growing regions of
Oklahoma. Drought conditions have caused cotton in many areas to suffer. Cotton in dryland and
limited water situations has suffered in the Oklahoma heat. Pest pressure has been low over the past
couple of weeks. Most of the cotton that I have looked at over the past week is at cut-out. As bolls
open, fields need to be scouted for aphids. Aphids can produce honeydew that can get on the lint
which can result in harvest/processing complications and fiber quality decreases. The current action
threshold from Texas A&M AgriLife is 10 aphids per leaf after first cracked boll and 40-70 per leaf
before cracked boll.
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Harvest Aid Decisions

As we move into August, harvest aids decisions are being thought of. Effective harvest aid
application is essential to maximize yield and prevent quality losses. Harvest aids will hasten the
processes of defoliation and boll opening, but will not help the boll mature. To determine boll
maturity, slice bolls horizontally and look for dark seed coats and little liquid (jelly) in the seeds. For
information on harvest aids the 2021 Oklahoma Cotton Harvest Aid Guide can be found here: https://
extension.okstate.edu/fact-sheets/202 1-oklahoma-cotton-harvest-aid-guide.html
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Weather Update
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U.S. Drought Monitor

Oklahoma

August 29, 2023

(Released Thursday, Aug. 31, 2023)
Valid 8 am. EDT

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

None | BO-B4

Cument 4173|6827 | 3598 | 19.70 | 197 | 0.00

Last Week

EeerrY 4968|5032 |2814 | 828 | 1689 | 0.00

3 Months Ago 713
05-30-2023 :

Start of
Calendar Year | 1.82 [98.18 | 89.73 | 80.92 [ 56.13 | 11.65
01-03-2023
Start of
Water Year 0.00 [100.00|99.88 | 94.44 | 64.44 | 17.25
09-27-2022

§2.87 [5044 | 4318 (2499 | 270

One YearAgo | o4, |gggg |93.98 |88.22|47.13 | 219
08-30-2022

Intensity:

|:| None ﬂ- D2 Severe Drought
|:| DO Abnormally Dry - D3 Extreme Drought
|:| D1 Moderate Drought - D4 Exceptional Drought

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale condiions.
Local conditions may vary. For more information on the
Drought Monitor, go to htips.#droughtmonitor.uni. edu/About . aspx

Author:
David Simeral
Western Regional Climate Center

droughtmonitor.unl.edu



The Cotton Comments newsletter is maintained by Maxwell Smith, Assistant Extension Specialist.
If you would like to recieve this newsletter via email, please send a request to:
maxwell.smith@okstate.edu.

Maxwell Smith
Assistant Extension Specialist
16721 US Highway 283
Altus, OK 73521
Office- 580-482-2120
Email- maxwell.smith@okstate.edu

Oklahoma State University, in compliance with Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Executive Order 11246 as amended, Title
IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and other federal laws and regulations, does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, age, religion, disability, or status as a veteran in any of its policies,
practices or procedures. This includes but is not limited to admissions, employment, financial aid, and educational services.

Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, Robert E. Whitson, Director of Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Service, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, Oklahoma.
This publication is issued by Oklahoma State University as authorized by the Vice President, Dean, and Director of the Division of
Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources.

The pesticide information presented in this publication was current with federal and state regulations at the time of printing. The user is

responsible for determining that the intended use is consistent with the label of the product being used. Use pesticides safely. Read and
follow label directions. The information given herein is for educational purposes only. Reference to commercial products or trade names
is made with the understanding that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by the Cooperative Extension Service is implied.

The information given herein is for educational purposes only. Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the
understanding that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by the Cooperative Extension Service is implied.
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