
Toolkit for Volunteer Development
www.masterFCSvolunteerprogram.info

Family & Consumer Sciences History

Module 1, Lesson 2 ςFamily & Consumer Sciences History

Master Family & Consumer Sciences 
Volunteer Program



After participation in this lesson, you will be able to: 

Å Describe basic Family & Consumer Sciences history and how it fits 

into the land-grant mission

Å Identify the mission of Extension Family & Consumer Sciences
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Lesson Objectives
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History of Family& Consumer Sciences



Catharine Beecher

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catharine_Beecher

Published  - 1869
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Ellen Swallow Richards
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²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ CŀƛǊ муфо
Melvil Dewey
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Lake Placid Conferences



American Home 
Economics Association (AHEA)
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Founded in 1909 
by Ellen Richards

Taken from AAFCS/Family & Consumer Sciences Co-Branding Toolkit. 
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Å 1933-bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ IƻƳŜ 5ŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ !ƎŜƴǘǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŀǘ !I9! 
Conference

Å 1964- Association changed its name to National Association of Extension 
Home Economists (NAEHE)

Å 1965-The bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ bŜƎǊƻ IƻƳŜ 5ŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ !ƎŜƴǘǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ 
founded in 1958, joined NAEHE

Å 1995-The Association changed its name to National Extension Association 
of Family & Consumer Sciences (NEAFCS)
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NEAFCS History
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Taken from AAFCS/Family & Consumer Sciences Co-Branding Toolkit. 
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Student Organization for Family & Consumer Sciences



Bronfenbrenner believed that 
in order to understand 
human development, the 
entire ecological system in 
which growth occurs needs to 
be taken into account.
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Bronfenbrener
Ecological Model



Obesity Divorce

Unemployment

Home Energy Credit 
Issues
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Critical Issues
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1990s ςExtension Internet
Accessto Information
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Complex family issues arise
ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛŦȅΧ


