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It all starts with grazing and allowing the animal to harvest its own feed.  
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Keys to maintaining good body condition: proper nutrition and health.

Heavy-milking does and ewes will be thinner and this is not cause for concern.  

Body condition will vary throughout the year due to production stages and diet; 

the goal should be to maintain near a score of 3.  Animals that are too fat or too 

thin may not breed or will have difficulty lambing or kidding or lactating.  Other 

health problems can result from extremes of condition as well.  

Goals for body condition are the same for sheep, but to assess condition you 

MUST handle the animals as the wool camouflages true condition.  

Score 1 Very poor body condition

Deep cavity under tail and around tail head. Skin drawn tight over pelvis with no 

muscle tissue detectable in between. 

No fatty tissue felt at loin. Pins, hooks, and short ribs can be seen; edges feel 

sharp. 

Score 2 Poor body condition

Cavity around tail head is evident, but less prominent. No fatty tissue felt between 

skin and pelvis, but skin is supple. 



Ends of short ribs are sharp to the touch, but individual ribs can no longer be 

seen. While bones are less prominent, they are still angular and can be easily 

distinguished by touch. 

Score 3 Good body condition

Slight cavity lined with fatty tissue apparent at tail head. Area between pins has 

smoothed out. 

Ends of short ribs can be felt with moderate pressure. Slight depression visible in 

loin area. Hooks and pins can be felt but have some covering of flesh. Hook, pin, 

and back bones appear smooth. 

Score 4 Fatty body condition

Depression between pins and tail head filling in. Patches of fat apparent under the 

skin. Pelvis felt only with firm pressure. 

Short ribs cannot be felt even with firm pressure. No depression visible in loin 

between backbone and hip bones. Back and area between hooks and pins 

appear flat. 

Score 5 Grossly fatty body condition

Tail head buried in fatty tissue. Area between pins and tailbone rounded, skin 

distended. No part of pelvis felt, even with firm pressure. 
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National interest.  Terrorists have planned attacks.  FMD. PEDv.

11



12



13



14



15



16



17



18


