A Field Key to Some Common Larvae
Found in Corn in Oklahoma
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Head capsule present
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Billbug Larvae
(Family Curculionidae)

Mandibles exposed,
longer than head

Head capsule absent

Legs present,
prolegs absent

Legs and prolegs
present

Mandibles hidden,
shorter than head

—pm
—lm—

Aphid-Lions

(Family Chrysopidae)

In soil Above ground

Seed-Corn Maggot
(Delia platura)

Syrphid Fly Larvae
(Family Syrphidae)

Body ligh colored

Below ground

Above ground

Lady Beetle Larvae
(Family Cocciellidae)

Body brown, long,
and slender

True Wireworms
(Family Elateridae)

False Wireworms
(Family Trenebrionidae)

Body “C” shaped

Body long and straight

White Grubs
(Family Scarabaeidae)

Corn Rootworms
(Diabrotica spp.)

Microspines present
on back between hairs

Corn Earworm
(Heliothis zea)

With inverted *Y”
on front of head

— 1

2 narrow dark triangles on

Larvae not as
back of each segment

or black with yellow lines described
f Fall Armyworm
( (Spodoptera frugiperda)
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Yellowstriped Armyworm
(Spodoptera ornithogalli)

Microspines
not present

Without inverted “Y”
on front of head

Body light colored
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Body not light colored

Mandibles with

Brown spots on body Body without Mandibles with
spots 1 tooth 2 or more teeth
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Southwestern Corn Borer

(Diatraea grandiosella)
summer form

XS

Southwestern Corn Borer Armyworm

(Diatraea grandiosella) (pseudaletia unipuncta)
winter form

Species not included
in the key
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