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 Assets are existing resources that the community has some 
degree of control over (it doesn’t have to be complete control, 
but there needs to be reasonable access to use, manage or 
manipulate the resource). Ideas which see an alternative 
or complementary use of a resource for which control does 
not exist would be considered an “opportunity.” For example, 
tribal land that could be used for industrial purposes might 
be an asset, but only if the tribe is part of the discussion and 
willing to consider the change in land use. Otherwise, using 
tribal land only represents an opportunity, to be followed up 

discuss the proposed land use. Assets can be categorized into 
categories; the table below provides descriptions of commonly 
used asset categories and examples. 
 One should note that the categories are not meant to be 
mutually-exclusive; in other words, there is overlap across the 

categories. So, a personal asset might be that an individual is 
a natural leader; or a physical asset might also be classified 
as a cultural or natural asset. The purpose of this classifica-
tion system is not so much about the categories as it is to 
help guide participants in thinking broadly about the assets 
which DO exist in their communities. Have individuals identify 
assets that are relevant only to the issue you are assessing. 
Furthermore, don't worry if someone wrongly classifies an 
asset – the fact that it was identified means that it is important, 
at least to that individual, and it should be integrated into the 
exercise. Also, if someone is confused by a category name 
or definition, just have them jot down what they think is ap-
propriate. Don’t waste a lot of time getting assets on the index 
cards; again, the exercise is about identifying assets, not so 
much about the types of assets identified.

Asset Type Description Examples

 individual possesses; ask the participants   etc.

 specifically, or that exist in the community generically   etc.

 and women; the local native American tribe are   every steam engine ever made by a certain

    Personality trait: extrovert, detail-oriented, etc.

rd place” (a social
 which shape society; these can be public institutions,   gathering place)

 radically different. 

    festivals

    water, exceptional broadband access)


