
 
 

 

 

  

Protect yourself from identity theft during tax sea-
son 

Woodward County 
OSU Extension       

Service 
 
Address 
108 Temple Houston Drive 

Woodward, OK 73801 

 

Phone 
580-254-3391 

FAX 
580-254-3391 

Email 
Rhonda De Vor 

rhonda.devor@okstate.edu 

 

Website 
oces.okstate.edu/woodward 

 

Social Media 
Facebook: /Family-and-Consumer-

Sciences 

Facebook:/Woodward-County-OSU-

Extension 

 
Important Dates 
 
February 13— 
Have brownies/cookies to 
the Extension office by 
1:00 pm  
February 14— 
Leave for Clinton Veteran’s 
Center—9:00 am 
Contact Marian Stout 
March 26— 
West District (North Re-
gion) OHCE Meeting 
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STRENGTHENING OKLAHOMA FAMILIES 
Family and Consumer Science News 

It is tax season again, that time of 

year that almost everyone divulges 

personal information about their 

financial life to outsiders. It is a per-

fect time for scammers and thieves 

to take your information and wreak 

havoc on your financial well-being. 

The IRS pays out billions in refunds 

yearly to identity thieves, according 

to a report from the General Ac-

counting Office. Being aware of 

some of the tricks the scammers 

use can reduce your chances of be-

coming a victim, said Cindy 

Clampet, Oklahoma State University 

Cooperative Extension assistant 

family resource management spe-

cialist. 

“It’s important to remember the IRS 

does not send unsolicited emails to 

taxpayers. Unfortunately, that 

doesn’t stop people from imperson-

ating the IRS via email to steal your 

identity in a practice called 

‘phishing,’” Clampet said.  

Phishing works this way - consum-

ers receive an email with the bait 

such as a fake refund. The email di-

rects the consumer to open an 

attachment or click a link to a form 

to claim the refund. But first, you 

have to divulge personal financial 

information such as credit card 

numbers, personal identification 

numbers or your Social Security 

number. Consumers can avoid this 

scam by remembering the IRS will 

never send you an email requesting 

this information. However, if you 

find such an email in your inbox, fol-

low these steps: 

Compare it to a sample of real-

life phishing tax scams 

(https//www.irs.gov/

newsroom/phishing-and-

other-schemes-using-the-irs-

name) and forward the 

email to: phishing@irs.gov 

Don’t open attachments and 

avoid clicking on links, as 

they may contain harmful 

code that infects your com-

puter, potentially exposing 

your personal information. 

Never volunteer your personal 

financial information in   

Continued page 2                   
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Continued from page 1                                              

response to, or to the sender of, an unsolicit-

ed email. 

Check your refund status with this on-line tool 

(https://www.irs.gov/Refunds) from the IRS. 

Clampet said another tax scam is the Refund Antici-
pation Loan, or RAL.  

“A tax preparer might offer a loan that is backed by 
your projected refund.  A RAL lasts one to two weeks 
or until your refund check arrives and you can repay 
the loan,” she said. “The interest rate, plus the filing 
fee and same-day processing fee on a tax refund 
loan can cost you hundreds of dollars, and you will 
be saddled with debt if your refund doesn’t pan 
out.” 

Instead, file your return electronically and request 
the refund be deposited directly in your bank ac-
count. Consumers should receive their refund in 10 
to 21 days. If you don’t have a bank account for elec-
tronic deposit, ask a nearby bank or credit union 
about establishing a low-cost savings account. 

How do scammers get your information? Profession-
al scammers purchase lists of stolen names with 
identification included such as addresses, Social Se-
curity numbers and credit card numbers.  Identity 
thieves take legitimate taxpayers’ Social Security 
numbers so they can file false tax returns and cash in 
on refund checks. They often strike early in the tax 
season, filing returns before the victims. Often, the 
taxpayers do not find out they are victims of identity 
theft until they attempt to file their own tax returns 
online. Other taxpayers may be notified of the theft 
through notices from the IRS.  

 “Filing your taxes early is the best way to prevent 
tax identity theft of this kind because the IRS allows 
only one tax return per social security number per 
year. The first sign of theft may not be a missing re-
fund check,” she said. “By monitoring your credit re-
port regularly, you can see if there is any suspicious 
activity using your social security number.  If you see 
anything wrong on the report, you can take steps to 
get it corrected.”   

If you are the victim of identity theft, check out the 
IRS’s step-by-step guide at https://www.irs.gov/
newsroom/taxpayer-guide-to-identity-theft, which 
includes reporting the crime to various local and fed-
eral agencies and filing a paper copy of your return 
with Form 14039 (https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/
f14039.pdf). As you go through the process of re-
claiming your identity, make copies of your tax re-
turn and store them in a safe place. Be sure to keep 
the name of any representative you talk to as you 
mend the situation with your records, along with 
copies of any letters or emails you send.   

If you need help preparing your taxes this year, con-
sider the following free resources: 

Low-to-moderate income earners may qualify for 

free tax preparation services through the IRS 

called Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 

(VITA) program. To find a VITA location in 

your area, go to https://irs.treasury.gov/

freetaxprep/ or call 1-800-906-9887. 

The Tax Counseling for the Elderly (TCE) offers 

free tax assistance to those 60 years old and 

above.  The program specializes in pension 

and retirement issues that are unique to sen-

iors. Learn more about TCE at https://

www.irs.gov/Individuals/Tax-Counseling-for-

the-Elderly). 

“If you don’t qualify for free and secure tax prepara-
tion assistance, be sure to choose a tax professional 
who has proper credentials,” Clampet said. “Avoid 
anyone who says they can get you a larger refund 
than other preparers or who bases their fee on a 
percentage of the refund. 
Something else to keep in 
mind is you’re responsible for 
your own return. Although 
the tax preparer does most 
of the work, if the IRS con-
firms fraudulent items in 
your return, you may be liable for additional taxes, 
interest and possible penalties.” 

Contact Information:  Doyle & Edith Pearcy          
809 North Madeline Drive, Shawnee, OK 74801 

https://www.irs.gov/Refunds
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/taxpayer-guide-to-identity-theft
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/taxpayer-guide-to-identity-theft
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f14039.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f14039.pdf
https://irs.treasury.gov/freetaxprep/
https://irs.treasury.gov/freetaxprep/
https://www.irs.gov/Individuals/Tax-Counseling-for-the-Elderly
https://www.irs.gov/Individuals/Tax-Counseling-for-the-Elderly
https://www.irs.gov/Individuals/Tax-Counseling-for-the-Elderly


 
 

 

 

  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     
 

1 

2 3 
Work & Play OHCE Mtg. 

4 
Better Homes OHCE 

5            
Tai Chi @ Sr. Center—
Woodward @ 12:15pm 

6           
OHCE Achievement 
Night @ 6:00pm 

7 8 

9 10 Prairie Rose 

OHCE Mtg. @ 1:00 pm  

11 12 Tai Chi @ Sr. 

Center—Woodward @ 
12:15pm      

13 Brownies/

Cookies to Extn. Office  
by 1:00 PM 

14 Veterans Day @ 

Clinton leave at 9:00 am 

15 

16 17Woodwardettes 

OHCE Mtg. @ 1:30pm 
President’s Day 

18 19          
Tai Chi @ Sr. Center—
Woodward @ 12:15pm     

20 21 22          

23 24 25 District Lamb 

Lead—Interviews @ 2pm 

26 SewMe Day  9-3     

Sewing Basics—4-6:30pm 
Tai Chi @ Sr. Center—
Woodward @ 12:15pm 

27 28 29  

FEBRUARY 2020 

MARCH 2020 

Walk with Ease Program 9:00 AM—United Methodist Church—Mooreland, 1:00 PM—Woodward County 
Event Center/Fairgrounds—Woodward (Tuesdays and Thursdays) 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2           
Arthritis Prog. @ 10:30           
Work & Play OHCE Mtg. 
@ 1:30  

3 
Better Homes OHCE 
Meeting @ 1:00             

4 
Arthritis Prog. @ 10:30           
Tai Chi @ 12:15 Sr. 
Center 

5 
Yoga for Seniors/Walk 
with Ease @ 10:00 AM 
(UMC-M) 

6 7 

8  9          
Arthritis Prog. @ 10:30            
 

10         
Prairie Rose OHCE Mtg. 
@ 10:00 pm                      
4-H Make & Take (WW) 

11 
Arthritis Prog. @ 10:30           
Tai Chi @ 12:15 Sr. 
Center 

12          
Yoga for Seniors/Walk 
with Ease @ 10:00 AM 
(UMC-M) 

13 14  
 

15 16         
Arthritis Prog. @ 10:30            
 

17 
 

18        
Arthritis Prog. @ 10:30            
Tai Chi @ 12:15 Sr. 
Center 

19 
Yoga for Seniors/Walk 
with Ease @ 10:00 AM 
(UMC-M) 

20 4-H Has Talent, 

Fashion Review/Impressive 
Dress 4:00pm @ 
Mooreland H.S.  

21  

22 23        
Arthritis Prog. @ 10:30            
Woodwardettes OHCE 
Mtg. @ 1:30  

24 
4-H Make & Take (M) 

25 SewMe Day  9-3     

Sewing Basics—4-6:30pm 
Tai Chi @ Sr. Center—
Woodward @ 12:15 

26 
West District (North 
Region) OHCE Meeting 

27 
 

28 

29 30 
Arthritis Prog. @ 10:30            

31 

    

If you are celebrating 
a Birthday this 
month, we wish you a 

Lincoln’s Birthday 

President’s Day Washington’s Birthday 

Ash Wednesday 

Groundhog Day 

Valentine’s Day 

Daylight Savings 
Time Begins 

Saint Patrick’s Day 

West Dist. OHCE Mtg. 
Registration Due to 

Jim Judge 

County members have been asked to serve refreshments at the Clinton Veteran’s 
Valentine Family Event as well as supply Brownies/Cookies.  Goods are due to the 
office by 1:00 pm on Feb. 13 and help put trays together. Feb. 14th at 9:00 am 

Sandra Judge and brother Richard, Barbara Arnold and  
husband Dale, Edie Pearcy and husband Doyle—Recent 
move and Linda Darden 



 
 

 

 

  

Oklahoma Home & Community Educa-

tion, Inc. is a local and state wide 

partner with Cooperative Extension 

which brings the best knowledge from 

OSU to its members. Join a local OHCE 

group and enjoy programs that help 

make Oklahomans be their best. 

www.OHCE.okstate.edu 

Family & Consumer Sciences helps com-

munities, families, youth and individuals 

address issues of health, wealth and well-

being through research-based Extension 

education and programs that are proven 

to work. 

Woodward County Extension Office 
108 Temple Houston Drive 

Woodward, OK 73801 

Oklahoma State University, in compliance with Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Executive Order 11246 as amended, and Title IX of the 
Education Amendments of 1972 (Higher Education Act), the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and other federal and state laws and regula-
tions, does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, genetic information, sex, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, disa-
bility, or status as a veteran, in any of its policies, practices or procedures.  This provision includes, but is not limited to admissions, employment, 
financial aid, and educational services. The Director of Equal Opportunity, 408 Whitehurst, OSU, Stillwater, OK 74078-1035; Phone 405-744-5371; 
email: eeo@okstate.edu has been designated to handle inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies.  Any person who believes that discriminatory 
practices have been engaged in based on gender may discuss his or her concerns and file informal or formal complaints of possible violations of Title 
IX with OSU’s Title IX Coordinator 405-744-9154. 

West District (North Region) OHCE Meeting 
Registration is due to Jim Judge by March 2, 
2020.   

 

Registration:  $20.00         Late Registra-
tion:  $25.00 
Date:  March 26, 2020 
Place:  Major County Fairgrounds Expo Center 
 808 East Highland, Fairview, OK 
 
 

Leader Lessons are available for pick up, if it is 
your responsibility to present the lesson for 
your club, you are responsible for picking it up 
and presenting it.   

County membership has been asked to serve the reception for the Veteran’s at the Clinton Veteran's Center on      
February 14.  We will leave at 9:00 am from the Extension Office.  You are asked to supply Brownies and/or Cookies 

for this events.  All goods need to be at the Extension office by 1:00 pm on Feb. 13 and please stay to help put trays 
together.  Please contact Marian Stout if you will be going on the 14th or have questions.  

mailto:eeo@okstate.edu

