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As the new  Extension 
Agriculture Educator 
for Stephens and 
Jefferson counties, I 
am excited to begin 
working with each 
community.   
 

A native to the area, I 
grew up in Loco and 
attended Ringling 
Public Schools. No 
stranger to 
agriculture, I grew up on a ranch and raised and showed livestock. In 
high school, I was active in FFA, played football and most of the time you 
could find me working at Dr. Tripp’s vet clinic. I graduated Murray State 
College with an associate‘s in agriculture and then graduated Oklahoma 
State University with my Bachelor of Science in Agricultural Leadership. 
After receiving my degree I obtained my alternative teaching 
certification and was an agricultural education instructor. To better 
provide for my family, I left teaching to work on the pipeline. My wife, 
Katie, and I both have a passion for agriculture. This past spring we 
welcomed a baby girl to our family. We look forward raising her in 
southern Oklahoma and immersing her in agriculture.  
 

Finding a job close to home while also using my degree has always been 
a goal of mine. I am extremely excited and blessed to have obtained this 
position. I look forward to meeting everyone in the two counties and 
working with you to achieve your goals. Please do not hesitate to 
contact me at (580) 255-0510. Thank you, Spencer McGuire. 

Want to keep up with timely topics?  
Like us on FACEBOOK! 

 

Stephens County OSU Extension provides timely and important 
research-based information, and we want to pass it on to you!  Follow 
us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/Stephens-County-OSU-
Extension-101333761509161.   
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 The Oklahoma Youth Expo is the leader in junior livestock shows and understands the importance 
FFA and 4-H livestock projects play in developing future leaders for the agriculture industry. The 
board and staff at the Oklahoma Youth Expo understand the vital role events such as this provide 
to these young adults here in Oklahoma.  
 

Amid the COVID-19 pandemic, OYE’s priority always has, and always will be, the health and well-
being of its exhibitors, vendors, volunteers and staff. Throughout the 10-day event, held March 9 – 
19 in Oklahoma City, proper health and safety protocols will be implemented including: requiring attendees to wear 
masks when indoors, implementing social distancing, and limiting the number of people in the makeup areas around the 
showrings. 
 

During the Oklahoma Youth Expo all exhibitors and attendees are responsible for: 
– Exhibitors and attendees will be held responsible for providing and utilizing their own personal protective equipment, 
including but not limited to face protection, personal hand sanitizer, gloves, thermometers, etc. 
– Face protection/face coverings are required per OKC Fairgrounds guidelines. Exhibitors and attendees are required to 
wear face protection/face coverings in all indoor areas, including but not limited to the stands, Show Office, trade show, 
barn, bathrooms and showrings.  
– Arena entrances/exits will be arranged so that exhibitors are not in close contact with one another. Loitering in these 
areas will not be permitted around the entrance or exit to the show rings and no foot traffic around the in-gates. 
– Exhibitors will be limited to one assistant and all others must view the show from the stands around the arena. 
– Seating in the arena will be spaced in such a way as to facilitate social distancing. 
– Social-distancing is required at all times. No exceptions will be allowed. 
– Daily temperature screenings are the responsibility of the individual. Additional screenings with no-touch 
thermometers may be required for entry. Based on guidance from health authorities, anyone with a temperature of 
100F or above should not attend.   
– Oklahoma Youth Expo requires exhibitors and attendees to complete a waiver before arriving at the show.  
– Exhibitors, attendees and staff must abide by social-distancing and health protocols; failure to follow protocols could 
result in removal from the OKC Fairgrounds. Individuals will receive a warning for the first offense, mandatory discussion 
with show management for the second offense and could be removed from the facility for the third offense, forfeiting 
any fees paid.   

Oklahoma Youth Expo COVID-19 Response Plan 

The Stephens County Fair Board has made several changes to the upcoming Stephens County 
Jr. Livestock Show 
• The date has been changed to Feb. 23—Feb. 26 
 Swine Show—Tuesday, Feb. 23 
 Sheep & Goats—Wednesday, Feb. 24 
 Cattle—Thursday, Feb. 25 
 Cattle Fitting and Premium Sale—Friday, Feb. 26 
• NO SHOWS will be allowed on the Fairgrounds premises prior to the county show 
• ALL SWINE must have a CVI completed to enter the Fairground property 
• A veterinarian will be on site to monitor all swine at entry and throughout the show. 
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Online Farm Management Resources for Oklahoma Producers 
 

The Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Service created farm management resources for a variety of finan-
cial, production, marketing, and risk management topics. These resources can help producers hone their farm financial 
management skills. Resources include a series of short videos, publications, software tools and webinars on agricultural 
financial management topics and selected production topics. 
 

Another example of these resources is the Enterprise Budgets: Key Budget References for Producers video. This video 
shows producers where to find enterprise budgets on the OSU website. This video also shows sources for enterprise 
budgets for crops that are not available from OSU. To find this video and additional resources on enterprise budgets, 
visit: http://agecon.okstate.edu/efarmmanagement/budgets.asp.  
 

More information on this and other farm management resources may be accessed three ways: 1) contact your nearest 
Extension Educator 2) visit the e-farm management website (http://agecon.okstate.edu/efarmmanagement/index.asp) 
or 3) visit the OSU AgEcon YouTube Channel (https://www.youtube.com/user/OkStateAgEcon).  

Beef Quality Assurance:  What is it, and why should I care? 

by Marty New, Area Extension Livestock Specialist 
 
The Beef Quality Assurance (BQA) program is a producer-driven certification program in 
which cattle producers work toward a common goal to assure consumers that cattle from 
each segment of the industry (cow/calf, stocker, feedlot) are healthy, wholesome, quality 
products.  The cattle are managed in a way that is appropriate to each individual 
operation, so that beef quality and safety are considered in all production practices.  Many 
view BQA as a “consumer confidence” program, in which consumers can feel assured that the beef they purchase has 
been produced using the best production practice standards in the cattle industry.  The cow/calf or stocker segments 
of the industry may often seem distant from the retail meat counter, but in reality, many early management decisions 
and tasks may have an effect on the quality of that beef product.  When a beef producer becomes BQA certified, it 
helps send a message to consumers that they are doing what is necessary to produce a quality product. 
 

The BQA program is voluntary.  There is no requirement for cow/calf or stocker operations to be BQA certified unless 
they sell calves into a premium or branded program that may have BQA certification as a requirement.  Most packers 
require fed cattle they purchase to be sourced from BQA certified operations, so nearly all feedlots are BQA certified.  
While certification is not a requirement for cow/calf and stocker producers, it may however, have some economic 
value to cattle buyers to know that the calves have been produced following BQA management principles.   
 

The BQA program focuses on the following management areas: 
Care and management practices, feedstuffs, feed additives and medications ,processing, treatment, and record-
keeping and injectable animal health products. 

 

How can I get BQA Certified or Re-certified? 
There are two methods a producer can become BQA certified.  One is accessible at https://www.bqa.org/ where 
certification is entirely on-line.  The on-line certification process consists of viewing several modules, followed by short 
quizzes.  In-person certification is also an option, but due to COVID-19, the most available option currently is the  
on-line method.  If you are interested in an in-person certification program, contact the OSU Extension office.   
BQA certification is valid for three years.  To maintain their status, producers must re-certify.  The re-certification 
process is essentially the same as the initial certification, on-line process or an in-person program. 
 

Bottom line: 
Good production practices and good animal husbandry make sense for all segments of the industry: the cow/calf 
producer that sells at weaning, the stocker operator, and the feedlot.  Incorporation and utilization of management 
practices that will result in better beef eating experiences for consumers should mean a higher level of consumer 
confidence and satisfaction, leading to a higher beef demand.   

http://agecon.okstate.edu/efarmmanagement/budgets.asp
http://agecon.okstate.edu/efarmmanagement/index.asp
https://www.youtube.com/user/OkStateAgEcon
https://www.bqa.org/


STEPHENS COUNTY AG NEWS 

Almost time to plant! 

 

Is it really time to plant carrots? 
BELEIVE IT OR NOT, PLANTING 
TIME IS JUST AROUND THE 
CORNER! Download our fabulous 
fact sheet, Oklahoma Garden 
Planning Guide, to learn 
everything you need to know to 
grow your own FOOD! Available 
at osufacts.okstate.edu 
 

Backyard Chickens Online Course 
This self-paced online course will provide an overview of issues that new 
poultry owners can expect to face as they select and care for their 
flocks.  The course features interactive learning activities and videos.  
 

Time Requirements 

• 2 hours total. 

• The course is divided into 4 modules which can be completed at your 
own pace. 

• Each module should take approximately 30 minutes to complete. 
 

Learning Objectives 
After completing this course, you will be able to: 

• Select the right birds for your needs. 

• Choose the right housing and equipment for your birds. 

• Describe the best practices for caring for chickens at different stages of life. 

• Recognize and prevent common health issues. 

• Apply best practices for biosecurity. 
 

To enroll, enter this link:  https://osuextension.catalog.instructure.com/, then click on Backyard Chickens.  There is a 
$20 registration fee, and you have 30 days to complete the self-paced course. 
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Pesticide Applicator Test Help Workshop Scheduled for April  in Oklahoma City  
 
The Oklahoma State University Pesticide Safety Education Program (PSEP) has scheduled a test help work-
shop for April 8, 2021 in Oklahoma City. The workshop will be held at the Oklahoma County Extension Center 
at 2500 N.E. 63rd in Oklahoma City. With  social distance and safety procedures in place, class size is limited 
to 45 people, and masks are required to be worn at all times during the program. 
 

Cost is $50 and will include a copy of Applying Pesticides Correction, which is the study manual for the core 
and service technician exams. To register for this class, please go to the Pesticide Safety Education Program 
(PSEP) website at http://pested.okstate.edu/html/practical/htm and click on the register online link.  



 

 

The Extension Experience podcast has 

several new Podcasts for your listening.  Some of the 
topics are: 

Vote for Oats:  Cows Choice for hay 
Are your Cows Prima Ballerinas? 
Preparing your Herd’s Ultimate Athlete 
 
Listen at http://spotlight.okstate.edu/experience/
podcast/  
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