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Stephens County Free Fair 
2020 Update 

 
Exhibit Entry: Tues., Aug. 18, 12pm to 7pm 
Exhibit Judging: Wednesday, Aug. 19; Exhibit Hall closed to public all day 
Exhibit Hall open to public Thursday, August 20, 1pm 
Livestock Entries Taken: Thursday, August 20, 6-8pm 
Livestock Shows: Sat., Aug., 22; Swine, 8am; Cattle, 10am; Sheep, 10am; 
Goat, 12noon;  
 
Canceled Events:  Tractor Driving Contest, Grass ID Competition, School 
Tours, Farmhand Olympics, Livestock Judging, Rabbit Show and Thursday 
Lunch 
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Vesicular Stomatitis in Oklahoma 

Vesicular Stomatitis has spread to northern Oklahoma and owners need to be 
aware and watch for signs. 
Symptoms: 
• Blister-like lesions in/around mouth, nose, coronary band, and/or sheath/

udders 
• Fever 
• Drooling/frothing at mouth 
• Reluctance to eat 
• Lameness or laminitis if lesions develop around coronary band 
If you suspect VSV: 
Call your veterinarian immediately. 
Separate affected horse(s) from all healthy horses on the property. 
Controlling insects (fly spray, fly traps, maintaining clean pens, etc.) to reduce the 
risk and the spread of this disease. 
Limit insects by: 
1. Good hygiene. Remove soiled bedding, feed, rotten organic material etc. Compost the above. 
2. Use physical barriers - fly masks, sheets and leggings 
3. Direct application of approved repellents to the animal. 
4. Air flow. 
5. Consider fly parasites.  
Handle all healthy animals before sick animals. After handling sick animals make sure to wash and disinfect your hands 
and boots, if possible change and wash your clothes as well. 
Horses traveling from a county that has had VSV diagnosed within the past 30 days (30) days or a county that contains 
a premises quarantined for vesicular stomatitis must be accompanied by a certificate of veterinary inspection dated 
within five (5) days of entry. 
To date, VSV affected counties include: Washington, Adair, Craig, Osage, Nowata, Ottowa, Tulsa, Rogers 
If animals are traveling within the state out of affected counties, or if you are traveling out of state, you must have a 
veterinary inspection within 5 days of travel. It is contagious to other species.  

Grape Dessert Salad 

2 cups seedless grapes 

2 ounces (1/4 cup) softened Neufchatel cheese 

1/4 cup sour cream 

2 tablespoons granulated sugar 

1/4 teaspoon vanilla 

2 teaspoons brown sugar 

2 teaspoons toasted pecans 

Wash grapes, drain and pat dry. Cut each grape in half. 

In a medium bowl mix together cream cheese, sour cream, granulated sugar and vanilla 
until well mixed. 

Gently stir in grapes.  Combine brown sugar and pecans. Sprinkle over grape mixture. 



Double-Crop weed management made easy 

Size matters when it comes to many postemergence 

herbicides and effective weed control in double-cropping 

systems, Oklahoma State University experts said. 

“Once weeds become too large or crops reach particular 

growth stages, many weed control options are no longer 

viable as they may injure the crop or will not completely 

control target weeds,” said Misha Manuchehri, OSU 

Extension small grains and canola weed specialist. 

For example, when using a synthetic auxin plant hormone 

such as 2,4-D, control is most effective when weed height 

is about the length of a credit card. Control greatly decreases once weeds grow beyond that height. 

Other issues with large weeds include: 

Crops likely will already have been negatively affected by the ever-growing weeds that have outcompeted them for 

available soil nutrient and water resources. 

Preemergence herbicide options may be limited because of the diversity in crops present within the system. 

OSU Extension fact sheets detailing weed control programs for specific crops are available online and through 

all county Extension offices. 

One of the most effective ways to produce a successful crop is to start with as weed-free a field as possible. In double-

cropping systems, this is especially true as there is limited time from harvest to planting to control weeds and get the 

next crop planted in suitable conditions. Keeping up on weed management throughout the seasons of both crops will 

prevent so-called rescue herbicide treatments that result in poor weed control and ultimately money lost. 

Manuchehri stressed that producers should scout fields regularly for weed species, taking special note of those that are 

herbicide resistant. Weed height, crop stage and awareness of the next crop to be planted should be used when 

determining which weed management program to employ. 

Producers also need to know their goals and operational cash flow needs, said Trent Milacek, OSU Extension area 

agricultural economist for western Oklahoma. 

“Weed management is a systems approach,” he said. “Skimp on any step and it will compromise total control and 

wreck budgets.” 

Milacek and Manuchehri suggested the following general guidelines: 

• Be dedicated in looking after the crop during the summer months. Timely weed-control applications can allow a 

producer to save money on chemicals by not having to apply maximum rates. 

• Recognize that weeds will need to be sprayed. The systems approach of a preemergence and postemergence, 

when combined with frequent scouting, is the most consistent way to minimize weed pressure effects on yield and 

profitability. 

• Develop a working relationship with custom applicators. Timing is one of the most critical aspect of herbicide 

efficiency. It is easy to get behind on spraying, even for producers who purchase their own application equipment. 

• Always read and follow label directions, being sure you understand how much product and what type needs to be 

used. 

• Accept that more than one prescription to control weeds may be needed if a local supplier has difficulty getting the 

first product requested. Supply disruptions can occur in the best of times, and especially during a pandemic. 

“One positive effect in sorting through possible prescriptions is that a producer can price different control methods and 

possibly better minimize costs associated with weed management,” Milacek said. “Think of it as an investment in your 

time rather than an obstacle.” 
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UNKNOWN SEEDS 
Over the weekend ODAFF received reports of Oklahomans receiving seeds in the mail from 
China. The seeds are sent in packages usually stating that the contents are jewelry. PLEASE 
be aware that unsolicited seeds could be invasive, introduce diseases to local plants, or be 
harmful to livestock. 
If you receive unsolicited seeds from another country: 

• DO NOT plant them and if they are in sealed packaging don't open the sealed package. 

• This is known as agricultural smuggling. Report it to USDA and maintain the seeds and 
packaging until USDA instructs you what to do with the packages and seeds.  

• They may be needed as evidence. The USDA Antismuggling Hotline is 800-877-3835 and their email is 
SITC.Mail@aphis.usda.gov. USDA will make every attempt to protect the confidentiality of any information sources during an 
investigation within the extent of the law.  

• For Oklahoma Dept. of Agriculture's records, please send us an email explaining your location and any additional information 
about the package to Morgan.vance@ag.ok.gov and Kenny.naylor@ag.ok.gov. 

• If you have received seed from  an unknown source, drop it off at your local Extension Office with all packaging material. 

• For additional information, contact ODAFF by calling Kaci Hubbell at 405-522-5971 or Joe Rackley at 405-205-2709. 

 

Awareness and management key to mitigating nitrate toxicity problems in livestock 
Expanding drought conditions and sporadic rainfall across much of Oklahoma mean livestock and forage producers need to be wary of the poten-
tial for nitrates building up in plants, Oklahoma State University experts said. 

“Sorghum, sudangrass, haygrazers such as sorghum-sudangrass hybrids, johnsongrass, pearl millet and fescue are some of the forages that have a 
high potential for accumulating nitrates,” said Alex Rocateli, OSU Extension forage systems specialist. “Producers also need to be mindful of ni-
trate-accumulating weeds.” 

OSU research-based recommendations on testing and management of forages susceptible to nitrate accumulation are available online and 
through all OSU Extension county offices. 

The accelerated growth of forage following a drought-easing rainfall event is like a siren call to ranchers and forage producers, who are often 
anxious to cut the forage or turn out cattle onto the pasture. However, nitrate uptake is accelerated along with the fast-growing process of plants 
that have suffered drought stress. Research indicates it typically takes a week to 10 days after a good rain for plant metabolism to return to nor-
mal and accumulations begin to decrease. 

“Producers need to exercise caution and test forages before cutting or grazing shortly after a drought-ending shower, otherwise nitrate toxicity 
could be a potential problem in their cattle herds,” said Glenn Selk, OSU Extension emeritus animal scientist and managing editor of the universi-
ty’s popular Cow-Calf Corner newsletter and SUNUP television segment. 

Clinical signs of nitrate toxicity are usually seen within a few hours of ingestion. The higher the dose, the faster an affected animal may exhibit 
signs. These may include: Abdominal pain, scours, weakness, muscle tremors, drooling of saliva, blue discoloration of the mouth, mouth breath-
ing, the animal collapsing, coma, death. 

Also, do not believe the myth that the time of day of cutting affects the nitrate concentration in summer annuals being harvested.  

“This harvesting practice was based on the assumption that the plant continues soil nitrate uptake during nighttime hours, followed by accelerat-
ed conversion of the nitrate to protein during daylight hours,” Rocateli said. 

OSU animal science research conducted by Selk, Bob LeValley, Greg Highfill and others in 2008 found time of day of harvest did not significantly 
impact nitrate concentration or proportion of dangerous samples. 

“This myth has held on through the years, but don’t be led into a 
false sense of security thinking that forages cut in the afternoon or 
evening are safer,” Selk said. 

Other key facts to consider: 

• Nitrates typically will be highest in the lowest third of the 
plant stem so do not harvest or allow livestock to graze the 
lower parts of forage. 

• Sample feed before harvest or feed out. In-field qualitative 
tests are readily available. Most commercial laboratories also 
offer analyses to obtain the exact nitrate level in forage sam-
ples. 

• If risky forages absolutely must be fed to livestock, use dilu-
tion feeding – the mixing of high-nitrate forages with those 
known to contain fewer nitrates. 

COMANCHE/STEPHENS COUNTY AG NEWS 



Summer watering is critical to plant survival 

by Pat Neasbitt, Carter County Master Gardener 

I can't say that this summer has had unusual weather for Oklahoma; because 
unusual is pretty much normal for Oklahoma. We've had some really hot days, 
but we've also had a little rain in July. I'm always thankful for a few cooler days, 
and any rain is better than no rain.  

Heat stress manifests itself on plants through browned leaves, wilting, and 
even death. Lack of moisture can intensify heat stress because plants use water 
evaporation in the process called evapotranspiration to cool their surfaces. 
Watering plants adequately during hot weather will help plants compensate 
for water loss. Having a layer of mulch three to four inches thick around plants 
will also help to retain moisture in the soil. No matter how much mulch is ap-
plied and how much you water, some plants cannot take up enough moisture 
fast enough through their roots to balance the moisture lost through their leaves. After many days of scorching temperatures, 
some plants may succumb. Most plants will actually recover eventually so, if you have a plant that appears to be dead from the 
heat, try leaving the browned leaves in place and keep it watered regularly. Often you will find new growth emerging before long. 
You can then cut off the dead foliage, keep the plant watered well, and it will recover. 

As a general rule, plants need 1 to 1½ inches of water weekly; however, observing your plants daily is the best way to know when 
they need water. If plants like purple coneflower, lantana, and crepe myrtles are looking wilted, you definitely need to water more 
often. The best way to water all plants is to water deeply. Shallow watering encourages shallow roots. The roots will go where the 
moisture is. If the moisture is only in the top few inches of soil, it will dry out quickly, and the roots will cook in the heat. Plants 
growing in sandy soil and plants in containers will need to be watered more frequently. If your lawn is green but other plants are 
suffering, it is because plants have different watering needs. Lawn grasses do well with watering that wets the soil to a depth of 6 
inches, but trees and shrubs need moisture to a depth of 12 to 18 inches. If you are depending on your sprinkler system to water 
the lawn and trees at the same time, your lawn may look good; but your trees may not survive. They need much deeper watering 
than lawn grasses. I've noticed quite a few trees, especially recently planted trees, that are dying while surrounded by lush green 
lawns. The only upside to that is many of the newly planted trees that haven’t survived were Bradford Pear trees. I don’t under-
stand why anyone would choose to plant trash trees in their landscape when there are so many beautiful native and OK Proven 
trees that will keep getting better over time with very little care.  

It is extremely important to water correctly right now since many plants are setting buds for next season. If there isn’t enough 
moisture available during this critical stage, it will severely affect the amount of fruiting and flowering next season. The ideal time 
to water is early morning. Temperatures are cooler, there is less wind so less water is wasted through evaporation, and plants have 
plenty of time to dry if the foliage is wet. It may be more convenient for you to water in the evening; however, hot nights and wet 
foliage create the ideal environment for diseases. If we can help our plants survive the heat and drought of July and August, they 
should revive dramatically with the cooler temperatures and, hopefully, rainier days of September. Stay Safe, Stay Cool, and Happy 
Summer Gardening!  
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All Rabbit 
Exhibitions Banned  
in Oklahoma for Ninety Days. 

Oklahoma State Veterinarian, 

Dr. Rod Hall, has banned all 

rabbit exhibitions in the state 

until September 24, 2020, to 

allow time to assess the scope 

and range of Rabbit 

Hemorrhagic Disease (RHD) in 

the region surrounding 

Oklahoma.  

Its that time of year! 

Make sure to watch for 

signs of heat exhaustion 

and heat stroke. Drink 

plenty of water and take 

plenty of breaks while 

working out in the hot 

temperatures.  



Open Horse Show: August 1, 2020. Open to all youth and adults. Please 
contact Sharon Stuckey at sharon.stuckey@okstate.edu. Entries CLOSED. 
Current Negative coggins required. Show will follow State 4-H horse show 
guidelines.   

Composting and Rainwater collection: August 3 2020, Zoom. For more 
information and to register, please contact  Jamie at 
jamie.lynn.bennett@okstate.edu. 

Stephens Co. Fair: August 18-22 

Comanche Co Fair: September 9-10 

EYO Fall Classic-September 17-20 (Held at Stephens Co Fairgrounds) 

Oklahoma State Fair: CANCELED 

Tulsa State Fair: October 1-11  

Meat Goat Boot Camp 
Registration is now open for the 2020 OSU Meat Goat Boot Camp. This year's 
camp will be October 19-21 in Ada, OK, and the cost will be $150 per person. 
For more information about the camp and to download the registration form 
visit http://meatgoat.okstate.edu . Questions can be emailed to 
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