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Extension Educator, FCS/4-H/CED 
Stephens County OSU Extension 

Marty New, OSU Area Livestock Specialist 
 

Cattle producers looking to maximize the efficiency of their operations should 

register now to attend one of two Chisholm Trail Beef Improvement Conference 

events set for Feb. 20 in Lawton and Feb. 21 in Fairview. 

 

Sponsored by the Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Service, the conference is a 

merger of two past successful events: The Cattle Trails Wheat and Stocker 

Conference and the Northwest Oklahoma Beef Conference. 

 

“We will be focusing primarily on herd health this year,” said Dana Zook, 

Oklahoma State University Cooperative Extension area livestock specialist 

headquartered in Enid. “A variety of options are available to vaccinate cattle, but 

the process can be confusing. Every sector of the beef industry is affected by the 

added costs of treating animal sickness.” 

 

Cost is $25 per participant to each of the events, which will begin at 8:45 a.m. and 

finish by 2:30 p.m. On-site registration with refreshments will start at 8 a.m.  

Enclosed in the newsletter is a brochure with more info and registration form. 

 

The Feb. 20 event will take place at the Great Plains Coliseum, located at 920 SW 

Sheridan in Lawton. The Feb. 21 Fairview event will take place at the Major 

County Fairgrounds, located at 808 E. Highland St. in Fairview. The conference 

agenda will be the same for both events. 

 

“We are asking participants to pre-register as it greatly aids our planning for meals, 

refreshment breaks and conference materials, helping us to ensure everyone has 

the best conference experience possible,” Zook said. 

Lawn Weeds Getting an Early Start 
 

So far this winter has been fairly mild with some very warm days in between.  

This has given cool season broadleaf weeds an early start.  In most years, we 

can prevent these with a late February pre-emergence herbicide.  This year we 

will still need the pre-emergence herbicide but had better plan on including a 

broadleaf herbicide or using glyphosate to control weeds that have already 

emerged.  If you use glyphosate, make sure that your bermudagrass is complete-

ly dormant.  Areas around south and west sides of homes and buildings are al-

ready greening up.  Keep in mind that February applied pre-emergence herbi-

cides will not control sandburs.  Sandburs do not germinate until later in the sum-

mer and by then your pre-emergence herbicide will no longer be effective. 

https://eeo.okstate.edu/
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Cattle Market Factors to Watch in 2020 

Derrell Peel, OSU Prof/Enwd/Pf, Agriculture Economics, Livestock Marketing 

 
The new year brings with it several chang-

es in ongoing market dynamics, some 

new opportunities, and some new risks 

and continuing challenges for cattle and 

beef markets. The watch list of beef and 

cattle market factors includes the typical 

suspects including trade; domestic de-

mand; supply dynamics; competing 

meats; and feed and input markets.  How-

ever, changes in several factors towards 

the end of 2019 suggest a somewhat dif-

ferent tone for markets in 2020. 
 

The international market situation is 

somewhat clearer now after trade disrup-

tions and uncertainty strangled many agri-

cultural markets for much of the past two 

years.  The likely completion of the re-

vised NAFTA agreement (USMCA) in the coming weeks removes a significant source of uncertainty for agricultural 

markets. 
 

A new bilateral trade agreement with Japan will restore a more competitive position for beef and should stop the 

erosion of U.S. market share, which became very apparent in that important beef export market in the second half 

of 2019.  Though details are currently lacking, the anticipated Phase 1 trade agreement with China is expected to 

significantly improve the trade situation for numerous agricultural markets and may allow beef to begin building a 

meaningful market position in the rapidly growing beef market in China.  
 

African Swine Fever will undoubtedly be a major factor affecting protein markets globally in 2020.  The disease has 

caused a current pork deficit in China and other Asian markets and is found in numerous other countries in Europe 

and Africa.  The exact magnitude of impacts are uncertain and there is no indication that the disease will be effec-

tively controlled any time soon. The reduction in global meat production will support all protein markets and is ex-

pected to boost U.S. exports of pork, poultry and beef in 2020.   
 

The beef supply situation is expected to be more supportive in the coming year with cyclical herd expansion over 

and beef production peaking.  The current status of the cattle cycle will be confirmed in the Cattle inventory report 

to be released the end of January.  In general, cattle numbers are expected to be down slightly year over year.  

Beef production is expected to peak fractionally higher in 2020 with heavier carcass weights offsetting a slight de-

cline in cattle slaughter.  Carcass weights finished 2019 above year earlier levels and will bear watching in the 

coming year. 
 

Total U.S. meat production will once again push to new record levels in 2020 with beef, pork and poultry all at or 

near record levels.  Trade improvements will be critical to provide a strong international component of meat de-

mand in addition to domestic demand.  Overall, improvements in net meat trade (more exports and fewer imports) 

are expected to offset a significant portion of increased meat production and limit the growth in domestic meat con-

sumption. 
 

There are risks that could challenge beef markets in the coming year.  Global trade tensions, though reduced, will 

continue to add uncertainty to markets.  Geopolitical tensions, the U.S. presidential election, energy prices and cur-

rency values will all contribute to market volatility and could negatively affect input costs and consumer spending.  

The U.S. economy is projected to slow a bit more year over year in 2020 and continues to be vulnerable as slug-

gish growth, which is riding on low unemployment and strong consumer spending, masks underlying weakness in 

manufacturing and investment. In summary, 2020 offers better opportunities for cattle and beef markets but pro-

ducers are advised to keep an eye on a host of macro-economic and global factors, as well as evolving cattle mar-

ket conditions, and proceed with caution. 
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The daily cutoff time for receipt of speci-
mens for rabies testing at the Oklahoma 
State Department of Health (OSDH) Public 
Health Laboratory (PHL) has changed from 
11:00 am to 9:00 am. Specimens received 
after 9:00 am will be tested the following 
business day. Rabies specimen submission 
instructions and an updated Rabies Speci-
men Submission Form can be found at: 

 https://www.ok.gov/health/
Prevention_and_Preparedness/
Acute_Disease_Service/Disease_Information/
Rabies_Submission_of_Animals_for_testing.html  
 

Reminder, whole animals less than 12 inches 
long (e.g. bat, small rodent, juvenile ani-
mals), whole heads (e.g. dog, cat, skunk, 
and raccoon) or appropriate brain tissue can 
be submitted directly to the Rabies Labora-
tory in Oklahoma City for expedited testing. 
If you need assistance with sample collection or have additional diagnostic needs, forward the animal to OA 
oval and necropsy. Standard disposal fees apply for animals bigger than 100 pounds. 

Changes to Rabies Testing & Submission Effective Immediately 

Monday, February 17, 2020 

12:00 P.M.HOGS IN PLACE and TURN IN SWINE WEIGHTS 

 

Tuesday, February 18 
9:00 A.M.  GILT SHOW 
Immediately following Gilt Show       BARROW SHOW 
5:00 to 7:00 P.M.  SHEEP IN PLACE, WEIGH MARKET LAMBS / 

 CARDS IN PLACE 
5:00  to 8:00 P.M.  GOATS IN PLACE, ALL CARDS MUST BE IN 

 

Wednesday, February 19, 2020 
9:00 A.M.  EWE LAMB SHOW  
Immediately following Ewe Show  MARKET LAMB SHOW 
 GOLD STAR EXHIBIT 
2:00 P.M.  DOE MEAT GOAT SHOW 
Immediately following Doe Show  WETHER MEAT GOAT SHOW 

 

6:00 P.M.  ALL HEIFERS and STEERS MUST BE IN PLACE 

 AND ENTERED 
6:00 P.M.  CATTLE FITTING ENTRIES DUE  

 

Thursday, February 20, 2020  
10:00 A.M.  STEER SHOW 
                                                                                    MINI HEREFORD 

 STEER SHOW 
Following Steer Show  HEIFER SHOW 
                                                                                    MINI HEREFORD

 HEIFER SHOW 

 

Friday, February 21, 2020 
10:00 A.M.  CATTLE FITTING CONTEST (TENTATIVE) 
6:00 P.M.  AWARDS PRESENTATION 
6:30 P.M.  BONUS SALE 

http://stephenscountyfairandexpocenter.com/  

Schedule of Events 

https://www.ok.gov/health/Prevention_and_Preparedness/Acute_Disease_Service/Disease_Information/Rabies_Submission_of_Animals_for_testing.html
https://www.ok.gov/health/Prevention_and_Preparedness/Acute_Disease_Service/Disease_Information/Rabies_Submission_of_Animals_for_testing.html
https://www.ok.gov/health/Prevention_and_Preparedness/Acute_Disease_Service/Disease_Information/Rabies_Submission_of_Animals_for_testing.html
https://www.ok.gov/health/Prevention_and_Preparedness/Acute_Disease_Service/Disease_Information/Rabies_Submission_of_Animals_for_testing.html
http://stephenscountyfairandexpocenter.com/
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Stephens County Extension Office 
2002 S 13th 
Duncan, OK 73533 

 

2019 Tax Guides Are Here 

 

For those of you that like to keep up with the current tax issues as preparations begin for the gather-

ing of information to prepare returns, we have the 2019 Tax Guide from the IRS to help explain 

what’s new for 2019.  

It reviews the importance of record keeping, discusses farm income and farm expenses, plus many 

other topics that may be relevant to your operation.  Stop by the office from 8-4:30, M-F to pick one 

up. 


