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After talking to producers in the past, it 
seems there is an anomaly happening 
with difficult births. We all know that 
many things influence a calf’s birth 
weight, but even producers who pay close 
attention to the obvious factors like      
genetics or cow size might find           
themselves helping a cow that has never 
had any trouble.  Much like unexplained 
high levels of twinning, could                  
environmental factors impact dystocia?  

What environmental factors could        
increase dystocia problems?  Rainfall,    
temperatures, cool season forages, or 
maybe even the barometric pressure? As I 
write this article it is a beautiful 60-degree 
day in Western Oklahoma, but this winter 
has not always been easy on our animals.  
I have written articles on cold stress on 
cows and how when an animal is wet their 
lower critical temperature (LCT) is raised 
to somewhere around 59-degrees. For 
every degree drop in temperature below 
that LCT her energy requirement           
increases one percent. I say all this to say 
that although our winter might have been 
mild, the combination of wind,             
temperature, and moisture is detrimental 
to a cow’s body. 

This winter’s weather conditions have 
most likely led a cow to a negative         
nutrient balance.  Meaning that she is 
burning more nutrients than she is       
consuming.  Supplementation certainly 
helps negate this deficiency, but there are 
times when the cold stress is so  severe 
that we could never feed enough          
supplement to counter act that stress. 
This negative balance could result in a      
weakened female at calving. 

When the body is exposed to cold                

temperatures it begins to shiver and the 
blood supply is moved from the skin to 
the internal organs.  This reallocation of 
the blood supply to the internal organs 
means that there is a higher level of blood 
supply to the fetus.  The more blood    
supply to the fetus translates to a larger 
calf.  Nebraska researchers observed six 
years’ worth of weather and production 
data and determined that the colder the 
winter the higher the calf birth weights.  
The study was summarized by saying that 
a one-degree drop in average winter   
temperatures resulted in a one-pound 
increase in calf weight, associated with a 
2.6% greater calving difficulty. (Source: 

Deutscher, G.H. 1999. Climate Affects Calf Birth 
Weights and Calving Difficulty.     Nebraska Beef 
Cattle Report) 

So as famers and ranchers we have to 

deal with the hand that was dealt to us 

and even though it may not be the winter 

that we  wanted it is what we have. I    

encourage producers to pay close      

attention during calving season this year 

and help when it is time to help.  It is   

suggested to give a cow thirty minutes 

and a heifer one hour before stepping in 

and helping.  Be prepared by having     

animals close to your working facilities 

and if you see trouble, don’t wait.  Have a 

conversation with your OSU Extension 

Educator and veterinarian about what you 

need to do to prepare for the worst. 
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Fruit Tree Establishment 
Becky Carroll, Associate Extension Specialist, Fruit & Pecans 

 

March is a great time to finish planting fruit trees in the yard. Bare root trees should be planted prior to budbreak but container trees 
can be established through March and into April. Do your homework to purchase recommended varieties or those with disease    
resistance. Protect tree roots from freezing or drying out prior to planting. If you are unable to plant bareroot trees after receiving, 
heel them in outside to protect the root system. ‘Heeling in’ means to lay tree roots in a shallow trench covered over by soil or 
mulch. Plant trees at the same depth that they were planted at the nursery or more shallow. Shallow is better than too deep. Digging 
the planting hole just deep enough for the root system will help prevent settling after planting. After planting, be sure to tamp the 
soil down well to avoid air pockets that can allow tree roots to dry out. Water in really well to settle soil and get your trees off to a 
good start. With peaches or trees with open center structures, prune off about knee high or 18” tall. Apples and pears that will be 
grown in a modified leader system, prune off about 30-36”. Starting the first year with training is important to get good structure set. 
Planting and Early Care of the Peach Orchard gives information for getting started: 

 http://pods.dasnr.okstate.edu/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-1026/HLA-6244web-2013.pdf 
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Building Your Ranch Balance Sheet  
Scott Clawson, Area Ag Economics Specialist  

It’s balance sheet season!  Before your  
excitement overcomes you and you       
enthusiastically get started on your own, it 
is important to understand the finer points 
of our balance sheet.  OSU Extension Fact 
Sheet AGEC-752 Developing a Balance 
Sheet is a great resource for producers to 
use as a guide or refresher.  The balance 
sheet is one of the three main financial   
documents that are used in a management 
system.  The ranch cash flow was in the 
February 2020 edition of Timely Topics and 
the income   statement will be discussed 
next month.   
 

What does the balance sheet do? 
The balance sheet looks at the financial 
position of the operation on the day that 
the document is completed.  It does not 
tell us about cash flow or profit.  Simply 
put it tells what we own or owe on that 
specific date.  For that reason, looking at    
multiple years of correctly prepared       
balance sheets can start to tell a story.  
Specifically, are we reducing/increasing 
debt loads or building/liquidating assets, 
etc.?  A common issue I have experienced 
professionally is producers not devoting 
time annually to updating this document.  
This can result in assets not getting enough 
credit or liabilities that don’t reflect a 
years’ worth of principle reduction.  This 
distorts the financial picture of your       
operation when evaluated for credit     
worthiness.      
 

What about assets? 
Generally, assets are listed using their   
current market value.  Keep in mind that if 
your operation is heavily weighted in     
livestock your balance sheet will fluctuate 
with those values.  This will leave times 
when depressed prices will have a negative 
bearing on our financial ratios.  The        
opposite may also be true in the good 
times.  Ideally, we will take the time to 
build a ranch asset list.  This will update 
our livestock inventories, document any 
asset purchases, and update market      
values.  This asset list is beneficial in many 
ways, especially as we look at building a 
farm transition plan.   

Becky Carroll 

   Is Paraquat or Gramoxone used in your 
weed control program? If so, you will now 
be      required to complete new training to 
be able to use this product. This is a         
requirement for the new product labeling 
that went into effect recently.  The paraquat 
training is online and will take less than one 
hour.  It must be taken every three years. 
After completing the test, print out a copy 
of the certificate and keep to document the 
compliance.  

   Why is this new test needed? Because of 
improper handling, 17 deaths since 2000 
have been attributed to paraquat use. Most 
of these involve the pesticide being       
transferred to beverage or other containers 
and mistaken for a drink and consumed. It 
only takes a sip of paraquat to be deadly. 
Also three other deaths and many injuries 
have been linked to skin or eye exposure. 
This training is being put in place to         
reinforce the proper use of paraquat to  
eliminate more needless injuries or deaths.  

   Paraquat is a herbicide tool to use in weed 
control systems. The contact herbicide is a 
restricted use pesticide and already requires 
users to be a certified applicator. According 
to the EPA webpage, the new labeling states 
- Any person who intends to use paraquat 
must be a certified applicator and is         
required to take the training. “Use” includes 
pre-application activities involving mixing 
and loading the pesticide; applying the     
pesticide; and other pesticide-related       
activities, including, but not limited to, 
transporting or storing opened pesticide 
containers, cleaning equipment, and        
disposing of excess pesticides, spray mix, 
equipment wash waters, pesticide            
containers, and other paraquat-containing 
materials. 

The link to the training module is online at:  

USParaquatTraining.com  

Other generic paraquat products are:     
Cyclone SL, Firestorm, Bonedry, Devour, 
Quik-quat or Parazone 3SL.  

Depending on who is asking you to prepare 
the balance sheet, you may have to 
breakdown your assets into classes.  Some 
will use Current and Noncurrent.  Others 
may use a Short, Intermediate, or Long-
Term.  Current or Short-Term Assets would 
be items that could be liquidated or used 
up with the year without discounting their  
value.  Cash, feed, hay, marketable         
livestock (this year’s calf crop, for example) 
would all be considered here.  Examples of 
intermediate assets would be breeding  
livestock and machinery/equipment. Long-
Term Assets are items like land. Noncurrent 
assets would be more durable items like 
Intermediate and Long-Term Assets.   
 

How about liabilities? 
Liabilities are usually sorted based on their 
maturity or portion due within the year.  
Additionally, the same classification is used 
as the asset section.  The liabilities portion 
can get confusing in a hurry, just remember 
that a call to your lender can usually sort 
your current portions due and maturity 
dates.      
 

At the end of the day, we need to be 
comfortable discussing our financial       
documents together and telling our story.  
For example, let’s say we typically market 
calves in November.  Instead we held them 
to the spring.  Most likely, our Schedule F 
showed depressed sales and thus less cash 
flow.  If we have done our diligence on the 
balance sheet, we should be able to show 
sizable jump current assets that we can still 
market.  Another example would be a    
collection of small things.  If we have 
$3,000 of feed in an overhead bin, $3,500 
of purchased hay, and 10 replacement  
heifers that we didn’t update in our current 
assets.  Then we combine that with a 
$12,000 land payment that we didn’t     
update on the liability side. Collectively that 
would be enough to move some of our  
financial ratios, but not in your favor.  A 
detailed and consistent balance sheet can 
benefit both your management and your 
ability to secure the capital that you need 
to operate.  Contact your local OSU         
Extension Educator for more help compiling 
your balance sheet.  

Schedule the breeding soundness exams soon 
Glenn Selk, Oklahoma State University Emeritus Extension Animal Scientist 

Although the spring calving season may still be  
ongoing, the next breeding season is only a few weeks 
away.  Now is the time to schedule the old and new bulls 
for their pre-breeding soundness examination.   
 
For the breeding soundness evaluation to be  
successful, bulls should be evaluated 30 to 60 days  
before the start of breeding.  It is important to allow     
sufficient time to replace questionable bulls.  Bulls could 
also be evaluated at the end of breeding to determine if 
their fertility decreased.  A breeding soundness exam is 
administered by a veterinarian and includes a physical 
examination (feet, legs, eyes, teeth, flesh cover, scrotal 
size and shape), an internal and external examination of 
the reproductive tract, and semen evaluation for sperm 
cell motility and normality.   
 
The physical examination studies overall appearance. 
Flesh cover is one factor to evaluate. Body condition can 
be affected by length of the breeding season, grazing and 
supplemental feeding conditions, number of cows the bull 
is expected to service and distance required to travel    
during breeding.  Ideally, bulls should have enough fat 
cover at the start of breeding so their ribs appear smooth 
across their sides. A body condition score 6 
 (where 1 = emaciated and 9 = very obese) is the target 
body condition prior to the breeding season.   
 
Sound feet and legs are very important because if they are 
unsound, this can result in the inability to travel and 
mount for mating.  The general health of the bull is      
critical since sick, aged and injured bulls are less likely to 
mate and usually have lower semen quality.  The external 
examination of the reproductive tract includes evaluation 
of the testes, spermatic cords and epididymis.  Scrotal   
circumference is an important measure since it is directly 
related to the total mass of sperm producing tissue, sperm 
cell normality and the onset of puberty in the bull.  Bulls 
with large circumference will produce more sperm with 
higher normality and also reach sexual maturity sooner.   
 
Examination of the external underline before and  
during semen collection will detect any inflammation, 
foreskin adhesions, warts, abscesses and penile  
deviations.  The internal examination is conducted to   
detect any abnormalities in the internal reproductive     
organs.  Also, be certain to ask your veterinarian about the 
need to test the bulls for the reproductive disease,      
trichomoniasis.                                                                           

Learn more about this disease by downloading and 
reading:                  OSU Fact Sheet  

 VTMD-9134 “Bovine Trichomoniasis”. 
 

The semen evaluation is done by examining a sample 
of the semen under a microscope.  The veterinarian 
will estimate the percentage of sperm cells that are 
moving in a forward direction.  This estimate is called 
"motility".  In addition, the sperm cells will be  
individually examined for proper shape or 
"morphology".  Less than 30 percent of the cells 
should be found to have an abnormal shape.  
 

Any bull meeting all minimum standards for the  
physical exam, scrotal size and semen quality will be 
classed as a "satisfactory" potential breeder. Many 
bulls that fail any minimum standard will be given a 
rating of "classification deferred."   This rating  
indicates that the bull will need another test to confirm  
status.  Mature bulls (that were listed as classification 
deferred) should be retested after four to six weeks. 
Mature bulls will be classified as unsatisfactory       
potential breeders if they fail subsequent tests. Young 
bulls that are just reaching puberty may be rated as 
"classification deferred", and then later meet all of the 
minimum standards.  Therefore caution should be    
exercised when making culling decisions based on just 
one breeding soundness exam.   
 
Many producers work hard to manage their cows for 
high fertility.  They may assume that the bulls will do 
their expected duties.  However, it's important to pay 
close attention to bulls to establish successful       
breeding.   
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Do you use Paraquat or Gramoxone 
for Weed Control? 
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Josh Bushong, Area Extension Agronomy Specialist 

Annual training is once again federally mandated in order 
to purchase and apply approved dicamba products 
(XtendiMax, Engenia, FeXapan, and now Tavium) on Xtend 
(dicamba-tolerant) soybeans and cotton. These products 
have also remained classified as Restricted Use Pesticides 
(RUP), while all other dicamba products remained general 
use. Producers and applicators have to be certified       
applicators (Private or Commercial) and attend an annual 
dicamba training to purchase and use these products. 
Even if the applicator attended a dicamba training        
previously, they will have to attend the new training in 
2020.  

Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Services will be hosting 
several training events across the state this spring.       
Contact your local Oklahoma Cooperative Extension 
Office, pesticide supplier, or the Oklahoma Department of 
Agriculture Food and Forestry (ODAFF) to find out when a 
local training will be held near you. Like last year, certified 
applicators will not receive a new card in the mail          
indicating they have completed the training. ODAFF will 
house a master list of applicators who have attended a 
training.  

The product labels for the these dicamba products are 
very in depth and provide strict application requirements 
to reduce the risk of off-target movement. Required 
recordkeeping, which must be generated in 72 hours, will 
include planting date. This is due to the fact that the     
labels know have restrictions for late season applications. 
Late season applications have a higher risk because that is 
when the crop is most susceptible to yield reductions due 
to drift. In addition to the federal registration label,      
Oklahoma was approved for special local need labels for 
most of these products. A special local need registration, 
also known as a FIFRA Section 24(c) label, grants changes 
to the original federal registration label for the state it is 
approved. 

For the state of Oklahoma, this Section 24(c) label     

allows for applications to be made up to 60 days after 

planting dicamba-tolerant soybeans, which is 15 days 

longer than the federal label. Applications on soybean 

still have the restriction of not applying after the R1 

growth stage (beginning bloom) regardless of the days 

after planting requirement. Applications can be made 

up to 90 days after planting dicamba-tolerant cotton, 

which is 30  

days longer than the federal label. Applications can now 
be made from sunrise to sunset, which removed the 1 
hour after sunrise to 2 hours before sunset restriction.  
These applications are allowed as long as there are no 
temperature inversions at the field level to reduce the risk 
of drift.  

As a reminder, it is illegal to use other dicamba 
formulations on dicamba-tolerant soybeans and cotton. 
Only XtendiMax, Engenia, FeXapan, and Tavium are 
allowed to be used over-the-top (postemergence) on 
these       tolerant cultivars. This is because these 
formulations are far less likely to cause vapor drift and 
damage surrounding       sensitive plants. Even though 
these products cost more than many generic dicamba 
products on the market, they can also be used in other 
applications including pastures and many grass crops if 
drift is a concern.   

Anyone interested in more information about dicamba-
tolerant soybeans or cotton, upcoming dicamba training 
events, or other Auxin tolerant traits like Enlist (2,4-D  
Choline) should contact their local Oklahoma Cooperative 

ONLINE Dicamba Training for Dicamba-Tolerant 

Soybeans and Cotton applications will be released 

in April 
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Pesticide Applicator Updates  
 - ODAFF will no longer offer paper testing or host 

testing sessions across the state.  

- PSI Testing LLC was selected by ODAFF to administer 

certification exams.  

- All exams, including the Private, will be proctored, 

closed book, and performed on a computer at the 

approved testing facilities. Exams will have to be 

scheduled through PSI Testing LLC.  

- For more information visit pested.okstate.edu  

How to schedule an exam  

 Either online at psiexams.com  

 or call toll free 1-800-211-2754. Not at the testing site.  

- For online, go to psiexams.com and first create an       

account, then register for an exam, and finally schedule 

the exam. When creating an account, make sure your 

name is exactly like your government issued photo ID.  

- There are 8 PSI testing locations in Oklahoma, but check 

online as some applicators may have a closer location out 

of state.           Check here:                                                               

candidate.psiexams.com/testdate/testdate.jsp  

- To find your appropriate exam on psiexams.com select 

“Government/State Licensing Agencies” for the 

organization, “Oklahoma” for the jurisdiction, “OK 

Pesticide” for the account, and finally select the 

appropriate exam/classification (such as OK Private 

Applicator, OK Core Exam, etc.).  

- Exams can be cancelled or rescheduled if done 2 days 

before the scheduled exam date.  

 Credit card is the only payment option currently  

accepted. For commercial and noncommercial, you must 

first take and pass the $95 Core Exam and then take and 

pass the $95 category exam. Private applicators do not 

need to take the Core Exam, just the 

 $65 Private Applicator Exam.  

- Study materials are still available at:        

Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Service offices.  

Passing the Exam makes you a Certified Applicator, now 

you need to become a Licensed Applicator.  

- Private Applicators will need to fill out and send their 

license application to ODAFF. A paper copy is provided in 

the study packet. The form can also be found online at 

ag.ok.gov/cps/pest.htm There is an online submission 

form as well as a printable form that can be mailed. This 

license is valid for the length of the certification.  

 Commercial and non-commercial applicators will also 

need to submit or renew a license application 

annually. This application form can also be found at 

the previously mentioned website.  

Continuing Education Units (CEUs)  
- For all pesticide applicators, now including Private 

Applicators.  

- Each category will expire on a predetermined year, and 

can differ on amount of CEUs needed.  

- Applicators cannot acquire more than ½ of total CEUs 

needed in any one year.  

- Applicators must acquire CEUs in at least 3 of the 5 years 

of the certification.  

- CEUs are prorated, based on the year the applicator 

became certified.  

- CEUs cannot be acquired the same year the applicator 

became certified.  

- Check CEU and current certifications at:                        

kellysolutions.com/OK/applicators/login.asp  

New Paraquat Labeling and 

Mandated EPA Training  

- New Paraquat label that was approved in 2016 will go 

into effect this fall.  

- The course and quiz will take about 60 minutes, found 

at USParaquatTraining.com  

- Certificate of completion will be good for 3 years.  

- New “Closed-system” containers on containers 

that are 120 gallons or less.  
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http://agriculture.okstate.edu/
cowboy-journal/issues 

Pruning Roses 
David Hillock 
  Rose plants need pruning to 
tidy up their appearance;    
control size; and improve their 
vigor, growing habits and 
bloom. Pruning methods vary 
according to the type of rose 
plant. To keep them in bounds, 
spring pruning usually is more 
drastic. Prune about 3 to 4 
weeks before the average date 
of the last killing frost in your 
area. In most of Oklahoma that 
would be around March 15. An 
exception to this rule involves 
climbing roses, which need to 
be pruned after flowering in 
early spring. 

Oklahoma State University, in compliance with Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Executive Order 11246 as amended, and Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 (Higher Educa-
tion Act), the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and other federal and state laws and regulations, does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, genetic information, sex, age, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, disability, or status as a veteran, in any of its policies, practices or procedures.  This provision includes, but is not limited to admissions, employment, 

financial aid, and educational services. The Director of Equal Opportunity, 408 Whitehurst, OSU, Stillwater, OK 74078-1035; Phone 405-744-5371; email: eeo@okstate.edu has been designated to 
handle inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies: Director of Equal Opportunity. Any person (student, faculty, or staff) who believes that discriminatory practices have been engaged in based on 
gender may discuss his or her concerns and file informal or formal complaints of possible violations of Title IX with OSU ’s Title IX Coordinator 405-744-9154. Issued in furtherance of Cooperative 
Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of  Agriculture, Director of Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Service, Oklahoma State University, Stillwa-

ter, Oklahoma. This publication is printed and issued by Oklahoma State University as authorized by the Vice President, Dean, and Director of the Division of Agricultural Sciences and Natural 
Resources and has been prepared and distributed at a cost of .42 cents per copy.  

Time to Evaluate Beef Cow Herd 
Breeding Potential 
Britt Hicks, PH.D. Area Extension Livestock Specialist 

 
   With spring calving approaching, now would be 
good time to evaluate the breeding potential of 
your cows.  Research has shown that the body   
condition score (BCS) of beef cows at the time of 
calving has a huge impact on subsequent             
rebreeding performance.  Body condition scoring is 
a practical management tool to allow beef            
producers to distinguish differences in nutritional 
needs of beef cows in the herd.  Simply put, BCS 
estimates the energy status (fat cover) of cows.  The 
scoring system used is a 1 to 9 point scale where a 
BCS 1 cow is extremely thin while a BCS 9 cow is           
extremely fat and obese.  A BCS 5 cow is in average 
flesh or body condition.  A change of 1 BCS is     
equivalent to about 90 lb of body weight.  To      
optimize pregnancy rates, mature cows should have 
BCS of 5 or greater at calving and 1st calf heifers 
should have a BCS of at least 6 at calving.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Research has shown that the BCS of beef cows 
at the time of calving has a huge impact on               
subsequent rebreeding performance.  This occurs 
because the BCS of a cow influences days to first 
estrus after calving and calving interval.  For a cow 
to maintain a 365 day calving interval, she must 
conceive within about 82 days after calving (283 day 
gestation + 82 day postpartum interval = 365 days).  
Figure 1 illustrates that 90% of the beef cows with 
BCS >5 at calving showed signs of estrus by 60 days 
post-calving, whereas only 59% of beef  cows with 
BCS 4, and only 41% of beef cows with BCS <3 
showed estrus.  The rectangular box in this figure 
shows the critical breeding time in order to achieve 

a 365-day calving interval.  Even though cows that 
calve in a BCS of 7 have a short postpartum interval, 
it is not economical to feed cows to a BCS of 7. 
   Research (Figure 2) suggest that increasing calving 
BCS from 3 to 4 would increase pregnancy rate by 

about 36 percentage points (from 32 to 68%).    
Increasing calving BCS from a 4 to a 5 would        
increase pregnancy rates by about 20 percentage 
points (from 68 to 88%).  Note this same effect of 
BCS at calving on pregnancy rates has been         
observed in different regions of the country 
(Florida, Oklahoma, and Texas).  
In addition, thin cows at calving (BCS 4 or thinner) 
produce less colostrum, give birth to less vigorous 
calves that are slower to stand and these calves 
have lower immunoglobulin levels, thus reducing  
their ability to overcome early calf-hood disease 
challenges.  All of these data illustrate the            
importance of targeting mature cows to calve in a 
BCS of at least 5.  Since 1st-calf-heifers have only 
reached about 85% of their mature weight after 
calving and require additional nutrients to support 
growth, it is recommended that they be fed so they 
are a BCS of 6 at calving. 
   If your cows currently have inadequate condition, 
there is still some time to change the BCS prior to 
calving.  Manage your mature cows for a BCS of 5+ 
at calving.  If the cows are in BCS of 5 at calving, a 
slow gradual weight loss after calving is acceptable.  
Whereas, if the cows are less than BCS 5 at calving 
then one needs to hold or increase BCS (weight 
gain) after calving.  However, increasing BCS from 
calving until breeding will be difficult and costly 
since cows are lactating. 
   Maintaining body condition at calving is always 
important.  However, with the dry conditions we 
are experiencing, it is even more important this 
year.   

Cattle Lice 
Earl H. Ward, Area Livestock Specialist  

While feeding steers last week we began to see patches of 
hair coming off their necks. That means we are seeing the 
results of lice that should have been treated months ago.  
Oklahoma has four different species of lice.  Three of these 
species are sucking lice and the fourth is a biting lice.  It is 
the sucking lice that makes the largest impact on the       
animal’s performance.  
 
The entire lifecycle of lice is spent on the host and can be 
completed in as few as 16 days. Lice populations increase 
during the winter months and decrease during the summer 
due to not being able to survive the high temperatures.  
Animals that have lice will lick, scratch, or rub areas that are 
itchy.  Inspect your animals by parting the hair and           
examining the skin for lice.  If two or more lice are found per 
four-inch area, then treatment should follow. Diagnosing lice 
seems easy but can be mistaken for ringworm or scabies.  
  
The treatment for lice is fairly simple.  Although it is          
recommended to control lice in the fall, most of us find   
ourselves finding the symptoms in the spring.  All species 
can be treated with sprays that target both the biting and 
sucking lice.  We used a pour-on insecticide that covered 
both internal and external parasites for our steers.  Since the 
lice eggs are not affected by the insecticide, a retreatment is 
recommended two to three weeks after initial treatment.   
For more information about lice, see your OSU Extension or 
visit www.livestockbugs.okstate.edu.  

GARDEN TIPS FOR MARCH! 
David Hillock, Consumer Horticulturist 

Flowers and Vegetables 
 Cultivate annual flower and vegetable planting beds 

to destroy winter weeds. 
 Apply mulch to control weeds in beds. Landscape 

fabric barrier can reduce the amount of mulch but 
can dry out and     prevent water penetration. Thus, 
organic litter makes the best mulch. 

 Prune roses just before growth starts and begin a 
regular disease spray program as the foliage appears 
on susceptible    varieties. (HLA-6403 & EPP-7607) 

 Avoid excessive walking and working in the garden 
when foliage and soils are wet. 

 Start warm-season vegetable transplants indoors. 
 Divide and replant overcrowded, summer and fall 

blooming perennials. Mow or cut back old liriope and 
other ornamental grasses before new growth begins. 

 Your cool-season vegetables like broccoli, cabbage, 
carrot, lettuce, onion, peas, spinach, turnips, etc. 

should be planted by the middle of March. 
 Watch for cutworms that girdle newly planted     

vegetables during the first few weeks of                   
establishment.  Cabbage looper and cabbageworm 
insects should be monitored and controlled in the 
garden (EPP-7313). 

 Trees and Shrubs 
 Prune spring flowering plants, if needed,                

immediately following their bloom period. 
 Plant evergreen shrubs, balled and burlapped, and 

bare root trees and shrubs. 
 Anthracnose control on sycamore, maple, and oak 

should begin at bud swell. (EPP-7634) 
 Diplodia Pine Tip blight control on pines begins at 

bud swell. 
 Chemical and physical control of galls (swellings) on 

stems of trees should begin now.                    
(EPP‑7168 & EPP-7306) 

 Dormant oil can still be applied to control mites, 
galls, overwintering aphids, etc. (EPP-7306) 

Access Farm Management Resources 
Whenever You Need Them                  
Brent Ladd, Extension Assistant, Ag Economics  
Producers can find information on farm financial             
management, production, marketing, and risk management 
topics through their smartphone by visiting the e-Farm 
Management website. This site contains videos, decision 
tools, and publications for farmers and ranchers to 
strengthen their farm management skills. 
 

In the Crop Insurance Basics video, viewers learn questions 
to ask themselves to help identify their crop insurance 
needs. The video explains the steps to determine crop            
insurance coverage requirements for a producer’s             
individual situation. Lastly, the video shows different types 
of crop insurance coverages and options. 
 

To view this video and find additional information on crop    
insurance and the Noninsured Assistance Program,                 
visit:  
http://agecon.okstate.edu/efarmmanagement/crop.asp. 
 

More information on this and other farm management  
topics may be found:                                                                                        
1) by contacting your nearest Extension Educator                        
2) on the e-farm management website                                                       
(http://agecon.okstate.edu/efarmmanagement/index.asp)   
3) on the OSU Ag Econ YouTube Channel                             
(https://www.youtube.com/user/OkStateAgEcon). 
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