Major County Fair Bucket Calf Project

Purposes:

· To provide a beef project to fit the physical size and maturity level of younger youth.
· To teach proper health care and nutritional requirements of calves.
· To provide youth with beef management skills, while minimizing investment expenses.
· To teach basic recordkeeping skills.
· To instill a sense of responsibility by caring for a calf.

Guidelines:

· Bucket Calf… An orphaned or newborn calf; male or female; dairy or beef; hand-fed on a bucket or bottle.
· Beginning of the project… Select and purchase a newborn calf. 1) Calf must be purchased or otherwise in place to care for by August 1, 2026) A member may begin with as many calves as he or she wishes. However, records should be kept on each calf and only one record form will be eligible for judging.
· End of the Project… Projects will end at the county fair. Members will exhibit their calves at the fair. The Major County Fair is September 10, 11, & 12, 2026. (See fair book for details.)
· Records… The 4-H Bucket Calf Project Record form is provided. This form must be completed and returned to the fairgrounds office by 4:00 p.m. on Friday, September 11 (during the beef weigh-in time).
· Age Divisions… Youth between the ages of 4 and 8 years old may participate in the bucket calf project. Youth may only have one entry. Competition groups may be set up such as: (Age of the youth will be age on the opening day of the fair.)
· Judging… Judging will be based on:
A. Record forms,
B. Evaluation by a judge on care of the calf and knowledge obtained and,
C. Interest shown by the youth.
· Awards… All participants will receive awards for completing the project.

The County Extension Educator and project leaders will be available to assist you with problems in your project. Other assistance can be found from: veterinarians, feed company representatives, and project materials.ENTRY INFORMATION:  
To participate in the Bucket Calf Contest at the 2026 Major County Fair,   the following information will need to be emailed to majorcountyfairboard@gmail.com between August 3 and August 28:  

1) name of youth entering contest
2) age of youth on 9/10/2026
3) photo of calf
4) age of calf
5) weight of calf as of that day.  
Call 580-744-4952 with questions.

2026
Major County Fair
Bucket Calf Project Record

(This form is due by 4:00 p.m. on Friday, September 11, 2026, to the fairgrounds office.)


Name __________________________________________   Age of Youth ______   Town _____________

Breed of Calf __________________________________ Sex of Calf _____________________________

Name of Calf _________________________________________ Entry # __________________________

Beginning Weight ________________________  

Purchase Price $__________________________  Date Purchased  ______/______/______


What have you feed your calf for the last 30 days?  ________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________


What equipment have you needed to care for your calf?  ____________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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