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Oklahoma 4-H Offers ATV Safety Course

The weather is warming up and soon students will be on summer vacation. A fun
activity for many youth is riding All-Terrain Vehicles, otherwise known as ATVs and utility task
vehicles, also known as UTVs.

To help ensure both youth and adults ride safely, the Oklahoma 4-H Youth Develop-
ment Program offers the ATV Riders Course to groups, organizations, families and individuals
ages 10 years and older who are interested in learning more about safely operating both
ATVs and UTVs, said Ravyn Bevard, Oklahoma State University Extension youth ATV safety
educator.

“As we transition from winter to warmer weather, more people want to get outside
and enjoy the outdoors,” Bevard said. “The overall goal for the ATV Rider Course is to provide
youth and adults with the opportunity to learn how to safely ride these vehicles. With Nation-
al ATV Safety Week observed May 13-21, now is a great time to get your organization, family
or group signed up to take the course.”

The two-part course consists of a two-hour online E-Course coupled with a three-
hour hands-on riding component conducted by licensed ATV Safety Institute instructors. Par-
ticipants are asked to complete the online course before the hands-on course.

Bevard said the actual riding part of the training can take place at the riding facility
near the Logan County Fairgrounds in Guthrie, Oklahoma, or she can take the machines to
the participants’ location. It can be taught at a school, church or other location with an open
field or gravel lot. Groups must have at least four participants.

“At our facility in Guthrie riders will get the full experience for all of the exercises,
including trail riding, hills and an open field,” she said. “If we go on location, participants will
do acircuit ride in various patterns.”

She also covers proper gear to wear to ride, including a helmet, gloves, long sleeves,
long pants and closed-toed shoes that come up over the ankles. She familiarizes the group
safety information as well as basic ATV controls, including brakes, foot brakes, choke, lights
and ignition.

“One of the most important lessons we teach in these classes is weight shift. ATVs
are very rider-active,” she said. “Riders have to know how to shift their weight for different
scenarios they encounter, such as rounding a corner or driving over an obstacle on the trail.
ATVs have long seats to allow riders the space they need to shift. That extra room isn’t there
to make room for another rider.”

Bevard said 90% of fatalities are related to individuals not wearing a helmet or riding an ATV
that’s too big for them.

“Unfortunately, about 90% of kids ride adult-sized ATVs, which is dangerous,” she
said. “These machines are expensive, and kids can quickly outgrow the smaller machines, but
it’s important to ride the correct size. Consider buying the smaller machines for younger
youth and trading them in as they grow.”

A grant provided by the Southwest Ag Center at the University of Texas was used to
purchase helmets and participants who go to the class at Guthrie will receive a free helmet
while supplies last. The class costs $10 per person and reservations can be made by emailing
Bevard at rbevard@okstate.edu or call 405-744-4141.

“With summer just around the corner, kids will have more free time. With that free
time, we want them to be safe,” Bevard said.
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COUNTY WIDE 4-H MEETING
APRIL 24, 2023 AT 6:00P.M.

COUNTY WIDE 4-H MEETING
Make plans to attend the next Countywide
meeting for members, parents and volun-
teers, Monday, April 24 beginning at
6:00pm at the fairgrounds. We will dis-
cuss and plan upcoming events.

Job Readiness Contest

Plans are underway for the Major County
Job Readiness Contest!

This contest is for Intermediates (grades 6
to 8) and for Seniors (grades 9 to 12) and will be
held in conjunction with the Fashion Revue/
Impressive Dress Contest on Monday, June 5.
More details are available at the OSU Extension
Center with information on how folder items
should be put together, check sheets, etc. The en-
try deadline is May 31. If you have questions,
please call us at the OSU Extension Center (580)

227-3786.
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The Major County 4-H Fashion Revue/
Impressive Dress Contest will be held Monday,
June 5, beginning at 6:00 p.m. at the fair-
grounds. The entry deadline is May 31. Contest
information is available at the OSU Extension
Center. We will do interviews with the judges
and then do the style show with awards.
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Find us on:

facebook.
at “Major County 4-H”

Information can also be found

on our website:
https://extension.okstate.edu/county/major/

4-H FOOD SHOWDOWN
o Do You Like To Cook?
Do You Like To Create Your Own Reci-
pese
0 Do You Enjoy Watching Food Shows Or
Cooking Contests On TVe

<

If so, you might be interested in the 4
-H Food Showdown Contest. Teams of 2 or
3 members have the opportunity to pre-
pare a dish to present to a team of judges.
Junior feams (grades 3 to 5) are given a
basic recipe to prepare. Grocery items
from a common pantry can be used to
enhance the recipe or be served with the
recipe item.

Intermediate teams (grades 6 to 8)
given a secret ingredient and category.
Groups make up their own recipe.

Senior teams (grades 9 to 12) are given
one or more ingredients. The ingredients
are used along with grocery items from a
common panftry to create a dish.

We will hold our County Contest on
Thursday, April 27 at 5:30pm. Please RSVP
by April 20.

If anyone is interested in this project,
please contact Dana at the OSU Extension
Center (580)227-3786).

The top two junior, intermediate,
and senior teams from the county can ad-
vance to the West District 4-H Food Show-
down on June 9 at Fairview.




State 4-H Record Books

4-H members in the 8th grade and up, you are en-
couraged to do a state 4-H Record Book. This is
how you win scholarships on the state level.
Books are due on April 20. Items have been up-
dated and are located on the State 4-H website at:
https:/ /4h.okstate.edu/ members/record-book-
and-scholarship-information/record-book-and-
scholarship-info.html Please look this site over
and read the guidelines. Please call Dana with
questions.

District 4-H Horse Show

The West District North Region 4-H Horse
Show will be held on Friday and Saturday,
June 2 and 3, 2023, at the Alfalfa County

Fairgrounds in Cherokee. Information and

forms for this event are available at the
OSU Extension Center. Registration forms
and payment must be submitted to the
OSU Extension Center by Tuesday, April
25th so it can be turned in to the district
office by the deadline.

BaRaRaBoba®e®

State 4-H Livestock Judging Contest

This year’s contest will be held on Satur-
day, April 29th at the Oklahoma State
University Animal Science Arena in
Stillwater with registration and certifica-
tion forms are due by April 14th. Con-
tact Troy if interested.
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State 4-H Roundup 2023

“Surf the Waves of Success in 4-H” is
this year’s State 4-H Roundup theme.
This event is held on the OSU Campus in
Stillwater on July 26, 27 & 28. This is for
4-H members grades and up and is a
fantastic opportunity to learn at work-
shops, take part in competitive events,
participate in assemblies, and make new
friends. The cost is $165 per person;
however the county will pay a portion of
your cost. Registration is due by May 10.
Please contact Dana to get registered.

PoRaRaReBeRad

COUNTY CUPCAKE WARS AND
FRUIT/VEGETABLE SCULPTING CONTESTS
This contest will be held on Thursday, April 27 as
well. Full details are available at the OSU Extension
Center. We can send three teams from each age
group in each contest to the district contest on June
9 in Fairview.

Oklahoma 4-H Two-Year-Old Horse Training Class

This program provides an incentive activity for expe-
rienced 4-Hers who have developed an ability to
train young horses. The objective is to encourage
Oklahoma 4-H Horse Club members to enhance their
overall horsemanship skills by allowing them to
demonstrate their learned ability to train and show
young horses. Members are to learn training skills by
being responsible for the care, fitting and training of
the project. The Oklahoma 4-H 2-yr-old training class
will be held during the State 4-H Horse Show July 13-
15 in Chickasha, OK. The 2-year-old in training class
will be held July 14, with final times to be deter-
mined. Horses will need to be at the show mid-day
for check-in. Enrollments are due April 30, 2023.


https://4h.okstate.edu/members/record-book

Adopt a Night at the Oklahoma State Fair

There are a couple of opportunities at the
2023 Oklahoma State Fair for counties or clubs to
showcase members and project work. Fair dates
are September 14 to 24.

Adopt a Night at the Oklahoma State Fair-
interactive booths in the 4-H section of Oklahoma
Expo Hall. This opportunity gives one county per
night of the State Fair tables and time from 4-9pm
or 4-10pm (depending on the night) to share 4-H
projects, 4-H live action, and opportunities in 4-H
to the general public.

Interactive Booths are also available during
peak hours at Oklahoma Expo Hall. Interactive
booths provide a club or groups a table and 2
hours worth of time during the Oklahoma State
Fair. Dates available for Interactive Booths are:
September 16, 17, 23, 24. Times all days are
11:00am-1:00pm, 1:00-3:00pm, and 3:00-5:00pm.

More information is available at the OSU
Extension Center.
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Major County 4-H Statewide
Archery Invitational

We are hosting a statewide archery
invitational contest on April 22nd at
the Major County Fairgrounds. En-
tries are due April 17th.
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Protected Under
18 U.S.C. 707

Yet Science Short Course

Are you interested in a career in veteri-
nary medicine or veterinary science? Do
you enjoy working with animals? Would
you be excited about a career that pro-
vides a service to the livestock produc-
ers, pet owners, and people of Oklaho-
ma? If you answered yes to some or all
of these questions we may have just the
experience for you!

OSU Extension and the OSU Cen-
ter for Veterinary Health Sciences are
teaming up to offer a special Vet Science
Short Course on May 23-24, 2023 for
high school age 4-H members who are
interested in pursuing a veterinary ca-
reer. Attendee’s must be entering the
9th, 10th, 11th or 12th grade in the fall
of 2023 to be eligible.
attendee you will learn about what the

If accepted as an

career options are like, how you can best
prepare for entry requirements, and how
to utilize special programs to assist rural
students or students from under-served
areas. You will also have an opportunity
to tour the veterinary school and meet
current students and their veterinarian
instructors.

Enrollment is limited; contact the
OSU Extension Center if interested. The
cost of the field day is $35.00 per at-
tendee.



Capitol Camp

Oklahoma Farm Bureau, Oklahoma 4-H
and Oklahoma FFA are once again offering youth
the opportunity to learn hands on about their
government and the way laws are made in our
great state. Capitol Camp (formerly the Oklaho-
ma Youth Legislative Experience) will be June 27-
28, 2023 at the Oklahoma State Capitol and is tar-
geted to youth who are upcoming juniors and
seniors in high school who have an interest in pol-
icy development. Youth younger than upcoming
juniors or graduating seniors are welcome to ap-
ply as well. The cost of the camp is $50 and that
includes  registration, meals and

lodging,

swag. Contact Dana if interested.
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TRI-COUNTY 4-H CAMP

We will be having a one day camp again
this year on June 15. The day will be
packed full of activities and will be from
9:00am to 9:00pm at the fairgrounds in
Fairview. More details will be available

soon.

Like our page on Facebook! Major
County 4-H

Information can also be found on our

website: https://extension.okstate.edu/

county/major/

2023 State 4-H Parent
Volunteer Conference-
June 23-24 in Stillwater

The primary purpose for this conference

is to strengthen the local club or project
group experience for youth, families, par-
ents and volunteers. We want parents
and volunteers to gain greater
confidence in developing and implement-
ing a local experience which will retain
youth, gain youth and use an increasing
number of volunteers as project and ac-
tivity leaders. Find more information at:
https://4h.okstate.edu/volunteers/
parent-
volunteer-conferences/index.html

County Record Book
Workshops

Plans are to have county 4-H record
book workshops where you can bring
your materials and work on your
books, ask questions, share ideas, etc.
on Monday, May 22 at 2:00pm and
6:00pm and Thursday, June 1, at
10:00am and 2:00pm in the exhibit
building at the fairgrounds. Please
RSVP to our office by 5:00pm the
weekday prior if you plan to attend.
County record books are due Monday,
July 3 along with Award Point Sheets.
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“4-H Clover Connection” is published on a regular basis at the Major County OSU Cooperative Extension Center. This newsletter is just one way of communi-
cating educational information to the citizens of Major County. Major County OSU Cooperative Extension Service educational program and information are
provided to you, in part, through the Major County sales tax. Oklahoma State University, U.S. Department of Agriculture, State and Local Governments Coop-
erating. Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Service: Oklahoma State University, as an equal opportunity employer, complies with all applicable federal and state
laws regarding non-discrimination and affirmative action. Oklahoma State University is committed to a policy of equal opportunity for all individuals and does not
discriminate based on race, religion, sex, color, national origin, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity/expression, disability, or veteran status with
regard to employment, educational programs and activities, and/or admissions. For more information, visit https:///eeo.okstate.edu

Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director of Okla-
homa Cooperative Extension Service, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, Oklahoma. This publication is printed and issued by Oklahoma State University as
authorized by the Vice President for Agricultural Programs and has been prepared and distributed at a cost of $81.00 .
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