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Next Meeting Date — October 10th, 2023

Executive Committee Meeting: 8:30 am
General Meeting: 9 am

Location: Garfield County OSU Extension
Program: English Garden Tour, Ann Bry-
ant and Gail Wynn

Hospitality: Susie Skaggs

Message from Barbi Oliver
Garfield County Master Gardeners
President

Fall Gardens can be added to with lettuces
and fast maturing vegetables. Turnips and

some vegetables need some growth but a

frost makes them sweeter.

Hours should be recorded in the Oklahoma
State web site Hours for education and hours
for service should be recorded.

Barbi Oliver

There’s More to the Fall Season Than
Pumpkins and Mums

Now that it’s officially fall, many homeowners
are decorating the landscape with pumpkins,
mums and even some Halloween decorations.
And, even though we’ll still experience some
summer-like temperatures, the fall season is a
good time to get new trees and shrubs in the
ground. Temperatures are starting to cool off
which leads to less plant stress. The root sys-
tems of trees and shrubs will also have a
chance to grow and become established be-
fore winter hits if gardeners get them in the

ground fairly soon. And because roots will
grow in the soil as long as soil temperatures
are above 40 degrees F, roots will continue to
grow well into the winter months providing a
larger, well-established root system compared
to plants installed in the spring. This gives
plants a better chance of survival when the
heat hits next summer. Proper handling be-
fore planting is necessary to avoid damage or
stress to the plant and help ensure the growth
of a long-lasting, healthy tree or shrub. Once
purchased, keep the root ball moist and han-
dle the plant by the container, not the trunk or
stems, until ready to plant. Once the location
in the landscape has been determined, dig a
hole two or three times the diameter of the
plant’s root ball, making sure it's no deeper
than the root ball itself. Gardeners dealing
with clay soil should plant trees or shrubs with
the top of the root ball 1 to 3 inches above the
grade. If the soil is sandy, plant at the original
grade. Something else to note ... don’t apply
any amendments to the backfill. Also, while
it's tempting, don’t put any gravel or crushed
stone in the bottom of the hole. When the
plant is in the hole, fill it with the removed soil.
Don’t add any amendments to the soil as they
are unnecessary and can result in complica-
tions such as root rot. Because newly planted
young trees and shrubs have limited capacity
for using fertilizer until it has become estab-
lished, fertilizing isn’t recommended at the
time of planting unless a soil test has been
conducted and has indicated nutrient deficien-
cies. New plants should be watered well at
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planting and during establishment. Rainfall in
Oklahoma typically isn’t adequate to provide the
needed moisture. How much moisture does a
new plant need? They need the equivalent of 1
inch of rain per week. If we’re experiencing a
windy and warm fall season, gardeners may
need to water two or three times per week. If you
notice signs of wilting, the plant needs water. Ap-
ply water slowly at the base of the plant but be
careful not to overwater or the amount of oxygen
in the soil will be lowered and can damage the
roots. It's OK to add 1 to 3 inches of mulch but
be sure to keep it at least 2 to 4 inches away
from the base of the plant. The mulch will help
stop weed and turf growth, reduce plant competi-
tion for water and nutrients and regulate soil
temperature and moisture. There’s no need to
prune new trees or shrubs at this time as it can
inhibit plant growth. Remove only injured or dis-
eased branches. Top-heavy trees or those plant-
ed in windswept areas may need to be staked
but be careful not to stake too rigidly. Allow for
some sway. Tight or prolonged staking can re-
sult in an overall weaker tree that is more subject
to girdling.

Source: David Hillock, Extension Specialist
Oklahoma State University

REMINDER
The next Master Gardener Meeting will

be Tuesday, November 14th

Harvest Your Pumpkin Seeds

delicious and healthy
snack. But if you're not
hungry, you can plant
them in your garden in-
stead and watch them
grow next fall.

Pumpkin seeds make a 3

Birthdays

Diane Ford—October 1
John Medley—October 19
Jean Stribel—October 22

John Ford—October 30

This newsletter is published monthly by the Garfield County
OSU Extension Center and is one way of communicating edu-
cational information. Reference to commercial products or
trade names is made with the understanding that no discrimi-
nation is intended and no endorsement is implied.
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CED, Extension Educator, Agriculture/4-H

Oklahoma State University, as an equal opportunity employer, complies with all applicable federal and state laws regarding non-discrimination and affirmative action. Oklahoma State
University is committed to a policy of equal opportunity for all individuals and does not discriminate based on race, religion, age, sex, color, national origin, marital status, sexual orienta-
tion, gender identity/expression, disability, or veteran status with regard to employment, educational programs and activities, and/or admissions. For more information, visit

https://eeo.okstate.edu.

“Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication or program information or reasonable accommodation need to contact Rick Nelson at (580) 237-1228 or

rick.nelson@okstate.edu at least two weeks prior to the event.”
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