
Wheat Conference Aug.10th
Canadian County Free Fair
Oklahoma Women in Ag. Conf.
Creep Feeding
Supplementing Stockers on
Summer Grass Canadian County OSU Extension Center

218 N. Country Club Rd.-Fairgrounds
P.O. Box 519 El Reno, OK 73036-0519

Phone: 405-262-0155

Email: Kyle.worthington@okstate.edu

Facebook: FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

Office Hours: Mon.-Friday
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Wheat Production Meeting with ODAFF CEU Credits

We are offering a Wheat Production Seminar Aug. 10th at the Education
Building, 220 N. Country Club Rd El Reno, Ok.

The Wheat Conference flier is listed below along with the results of the
Canadian Counties Two Replicated Wheat Plot Results.

Please call the Extension Office at 405-262-0155 by Friday, Aug. 6th to
register for the Wheat Conference to be guaranteed a luncheon meal
ticket.

The Canadian County Free Fair will be held at the new Canadian County

https://www.facebook.com/CanadianCountyOSU2015/


Expo Center (3001 Jensen Rd East, El Reno), located 1 mile east of HWY
81 and Jensen Rd. Aug. 23-28.

https://extension.okstate.edu/county/canadian/events/

The Oklahoma Women in Ag Conference is scheduled for Aug. 5-6. See
the flier and information in the article below.

Sincerely,

Kyle Worthington
Ag/4-H & CED

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fextension.okstate.edu%2Fcounty%2Fcanadian%2Fevents%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ccarisa.jones%40okstate.edu%7C95e2582bc4464fec62bf08d9456e90b5%7C2a69c91de8494e34a230cdf8b27e1964%7C0%7C0%7C637617163433077114%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=HrwYhAgnacaTIFFNWrK4zKzVj7uzG5rsip5wAg1OIKA%3D&reserved=0








Women In Agriculture State Conference
Aug. 5-6, 2021



By: Sonya McDaniel, Extension Educator/CED

       Pottawatomie County OSU Extension

The Oklahoma Women in Agriculture and

Small Business Conference is back for 2021
 

With an emphasis for empowering women in rural Oklahoma, the Oklahoma

Extension Service, OSU Agriculture Economics Department and partnering

sponsors are excited to bring back the Oklahoma Women in Agriculture and

Small Business Conference on August 5-6, 2021 in Oklahoma City.

This year’s conference will open with Kelli Payne, the first female President for

the Oklahoma National Stockyard and a 5th generation farmer. She will share

her experiences as a female leader in the agriculture industry and share her

commitment for economic development and growth in Oklahoma agriculture. 
 
Oklahoma Farm Bureau is sponsoring Michele Payn, Connecting Gate to Plate with her dynamic
luncheon keynote presentation “Take Food Bullying By The Horns” along with a signed copy of Michele’s
book by the same title. During this thought-provoking program, Michele will bring many, in-person or
online examples of marketing tactics for food bullying. Payn illustrates how trends in neuroscience and
psychology are changing perceptions about farming, ranching, and agriculture as a whole. She also takes
a lively look at where these trends have led to bullying within agriculture and how we can be more
compassionate in our business. 



Day two opening keynote Brian Whitacre, OSU Extension Specialist for Rural and Economic
Development, will speak about rural broadband internet in the wake of COVID-19 with insight into current
and future programs and trends. 

Closing luncheon keynote is Amanda Radke, Beef Magazine “Dynamics of Multi-Generational Family
Agricultural Businesses”. Working alongside family can be a true blessing, but it can also be a curse. By
sharing specific examples of success stories and of extreme failures, Radke’s speech is to help farming
families stay in business, avoid pitfalls and love each other through good times and bad.

“This conference draws women from all backgrounds and we want to give them insight and tools they can
use to improve their operation and wellbeing.,” said Sonya McDaniel, Oklahoma State University
Extension Educator and conference coordinator. “The interest for connecting farm to food, communicating
with consumers and continuing the legacy of farming families is of great interest across our state.”

The conference will feature four educational tracks: Agricultural production, alternative enterprises,
business and finance, and the beginning farmer. Attendees can choose what best meets their need and
interests from 22 workshops over the two-day conference.  

Visiting a variety of exhibits providing helpful resources designed to enhance attendees’ farming or small
business efforts, as well as network with other women in agriculture will round out the conference
providing a great mix of education and social interaction.   

“I consider myself a farmer, not a ‘farm woman,’ so for years I didn’t see the need to attend a conference
targeted at women. But, after attending these conferences, I realized there is so much value,” said Karen
Eifert-Jones, a farmer near Waukomis, Oklahoma, who also is a member of the conference’s organizing
committee. “What is unique about the Women in Ag and Small Business Conference is the camaraderie;
the drive to build one another up and the excitement that comes from seeing other women succeeding at
their business.”

This long-running annual event was postponed for a few years, but very excited to be back at a new
location in Oklahoma City. The conference will take place at the Champion Conference Center at 803 S.
Meridian Ave. Special room rates are available at the Hilton Garden Inn located directly in front of the
conference site. To reserve a room simply contact the hotel at (405) 942-1400 and tell them you are with
the Women in Agriculture Conference.

Lock in the early bird registration fee of $75 before July 26, 2021. Registration raises

to $125 after July 26, no refunds. Registrations can be made online by visiting the

conference website at extension.okstate.edu/events/women-in-ag

“The conference planning committee is very excited to bring back this

conference, especially after quarantines and the craziness of the past year”, says

McDaniel “We hope to provide a great educational experience, but more

importantly a place where women in agriculture can feel empowered and

supported.” 

Oklahoma State University, as an equal opportunity employer, complies with all

applicable federal and state laws regarding non-discrimination and affirmative

action. Oklahoma State University is committed to a policy of equal opportunity for all

individuals and does not discriminate based on race, religion, age, sex, color, national

origin, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity/expression, disability, or

veteran status with regard to employment, educational programs and activities,



and/or admissions. For more information, visit https:///eeo.okstate.edu

Creep Feeding
David Lalman, Oklahoma State University Extension Cow-Calf Specialist

 

Occasionally the question of whether creep feeding is a cost-effective practice comes

up. The simple answer for commercial cow/calf operations is “not in most

circumstances”. This is particularly true for spring calving operations. Calf weaning

weights can be increased anywhere from about 20 to 80 pounds. However, in most

cases, the value of added weight gain will not cover the added feed, labor and

equipment costs unless feed is exceptionally inexpensive and (or) when value of

added weight gain is exceptionally high. 

 

For example, in a summary of 31 experiments where calves had unlimited access to

creep feed, average increased calf weaning weight was 58 pounds. Average creep

feed conversion was nine pounds of additional feed to one pound of added calf

weight gain. Assuming bagged creep feed could be purchased for $275 per ton or

$0.1375 per pound, the feed cost per pound of added weight gain is about $1.24. In a

recent Oklahoma Department of Agriculture Market News report, value of added gain

between 527-pound steers and 575-pound steers was about $0.86. If the creep feed

could be purchased in bulk for about $240 per ton, the feed cost per pound of added

weight gain decreases to $1.08. 

 

In a recent Nebraska study, spring-born calves were fed creep for 105 days prior to

weaning. In this study, labor, equipment, transportation and depreciation costs for

the creep feeding enterprise were estimated at $28.38 per calf, or about $0.27 per

head per day.

 

Conversion efficiency can range from 3 to 20 pounds of feed required per pound of

added weight gain. High-quality, abundant forage results in very poor feed conversion

because one high-quality feed (forage) is being replaced by another. Similarly, the

greater the plane of maternal nutrition, the poorer the conversion of creep feed to

calf gain. In our fall-calving experiments, efficiency of creep feed conversion to calf

gain is quite good because native range forage quality is low and cows are in a

maintenance to negative energy balance (losing weight). Our results have been

around 4.5 to 5 pounds creep feed:gain when fall-calving cows are getting around 5

pounds of supplemental feed. However, the more supplement the cow is fed, the

poorer the creep feed conversion. Situations that reduce calf nutrient availability

improves the efficiency of creep; low milk production, low quality forage, overgrazed

pastures and thus low forage availability, drought, fall-calving, etc. Of course, the

opposite is true as well. In general, limiting creep intake improves creep feed

https://eeo.okstate.edu/


conversion substantially. This is especially true with low-quality forage and protein-

rich creep feeds limited to 2 to 3 pounds of intake per day.

 

Another consideration is the flesh condition of calves that are marketed at weaning.

The longer calves are exposed to unlimited creep consumption and the lower the

forage quality, the more they want to eat. If calves are fed free choice creep for 90

days or longer, there is a risk of over-conditioning leading to a market discount. On

the positive side, if heavy creep-fed calves go straight to the feed yard for finishing,

carcass weights and in most studies, marbling scores are improved.

 

Occasionally, I hear that creep feeding “takes the pressure off the cows”. I think the

assumption is that calves consume less milk, and therefore, cows produce less milk

and thus have more nutrients available for maternal tissue maintenance or even

weight gain. This is simply not true. Most experiments that track cow weight change

and calf milk intake show that calves consume all the milk available whether they are

fed creep fed or not. Creep feeding simply does not change or improve cow weights

or body condition. 

 

Calves prefer milk first, palatable creep feed second, then forage. Consider that the

intensity of creep feed and forage consumption is elastic and opposite. The lower the

quality of the forage, the more creep feed and less forage calves want to consume

and visa versa. 

Not all beef cattle producers make this decision based on the economics at the time of

weaning. For example, seedstock producers likely have entirely different objectives

when it comes to creep feeding. Chief among those include marketing and expression

of genetic potential for growth. 

 

Creep feeding has been studied in the animal science field for many years and there is

quite a lot of good data available. Hopefully, some of these fundamental concepts will

be helpful the next time conditions warrant considering this practice.    

 

  

 Supplemental Feeding of Stockers Grazing Summer
Grass

Paul Beck, Oklahoma State University Extension Beef Cattle Nutrition Specialist
 
Gains of growing cattle grazing summer pasture in Oklahoma often do not meet
expectations. Reduced performance or ‘Summer Slump’ is associated with decreasing
forage quality during the late summer. Oklahoma State University developed the
Oklahoma Gold and Oklahoma SuperGold supplementation programs to offset the
reductions in protein and digestibility of the late summer forages. 



 
The Oklahoma Gold program is based on feeding 1 pound per day (or 2.3 pounds/calf
three times a week) of a high protein (38 to 40% protein) supplement containing an
ionophore and required minerals and vitamins from mid July to the end of summer
grazing. This supplement has been proven to increase daily gains by 0.4 to 0.5 pounds
per day with supplement conversions of 2 to 2.5 pounds of feed per pound of added
gain. This program is designed to meet the protein deficiency that occurs during the
late summer, which increases forage digestibility and forage intake.
 
The Oklahoma SuperGold program is based on feeding 2.5 pounds per day (5.8
pounds/calf three times per week) of a 25% protein supplement containing an
ionophore and vitamins and minerals. This supplement provides needed protein and
additional energy in situations where calves have higher energy requirements, more
gains are needed, and feed is relatively cheap compared to the value of added gain.
The SuperGold program will increase gain by about 0.7 pounds per day with
supplement conversions of 3.5 pounds of supplement per pound of added gain.
 
Recently a new extrusion technology has been developed to make a stable cube from
dried distiller’s grains (DDG) that is moderate in crude protein and high in energy and
is an ideal supplement meeting the needs of cattle during the late summer. A series of
research trials is being conducted on native rangelands in western Oklahoma and
introduced pastures in higher rainfall areas in the east. 
 
On the western Oklahoma rangelands supplements were fed only during the late
summer at 2 to 2.5 lbs per day similar to the Oklahoma SuperGold supplementation
program. Supplementation during the late summer increased gains by over 1 pound
per day from 1.8 lb/day to 2.9 lb/day at Fort Supply in northwest Oklahoma. 
 
Fertilized bermudagrass pastures (50 lb N/ac) are often higher in quality than we see
with late summer native pastures, so responses to supplementation may not be the
same. Steers grazing these pastures and supplemented at 2.5/day gained 0.55 lbs/day
more than controls throughout the summer, requiring 4.5 pounds of supplement per
pound of added gain. In this same research, steers offered a self-fed molasses-based
tub did not have improved average daily gains compared to negative controls.
 
Supplementation programs are beneficial for stockers grazing summer pastures. The
best supplementation program depends on the economic relationship between the
value of the calf’s gain and the cost of the inputs (fuel, fertilizer, and supplements).
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