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Planting Wheat Early
Dr. Bob Hunger, Extension Wheat Plant Pathologist
Much of the winter wheat sown in Oklahoma is used as a dual-purpose crop. In such a system, wheat is grazed by cattle from late fall
through late winter/early spring and then harvested for grain in early summer. In a grain-only system, wheat is generally planted in October, but in
a dual-purpose system wheat is planted in early to
mid-September to maximize forage production. Planting wheat early significantly increases
the likelihood that diseases and insect pests such
as mite-transmitted viruses, the aphid/barley yellow dwarf complex, root and foot rots, and Hessian
fly will be more prevalent and severe. For more
detailed information on planting date and seed
treatment considerations on wheat, see CR-7088
(Effect of Planting Date and Seed Treatment on
Diseases and Insect Pests of Wheat) at:
http://pods.dasnr.okstate.edu/docushare/dsweb/
Get/Document-7836/CR-7088web2012.pdf
Peanut Maturity Testing
Oklahoma State University’s Caddo Research
Station Field Day will be held virtually this year. To
maintain the Maturity Testing (pod blasting) part of
the Field Day, the following instructions will be used
to facilitate Oklahoma peanut producers in having individual fields evaluated for maturity:
 Producers should collect 5 to 6 plants randomly
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Upcoming Agricultural Events
Sept. 3

Caddo County Horse Show / Caddo County
Grandstands at the Fairgrounds / Anadarko,
OK / Entries Open at 5:30 pm / Horse
Show Begins at 6:00 pm

Sept. 8

Caddo County Fair Board Meeting / Caddo
County Fairgrounds, Baldwin Building / Anadarko, OK / 7:00 pm

Sept. 9

4-H Volunteer Leader Zoom Meeting / Virtual
or at the Caddo County OSU Ext. Conference
Room / Anadarko, OK / 4:30 pm

Sept. 10

Caddo County 4-H & FFA Premium Sale / Caddo County Grandstands / Anadarko, OK / 6:00
pm Buyer’s Meeting (snacks) / 7:00 pm Sale

Sept 14Sept 15

Peanut Maturity Testing (Pod Blasting) / Caddo County Research Station / Fort Cobb, OK /
Sept. 14th, 8 am to 4 pm, and Sept. 15th, 8
am to Noon

Sept. 17

Virtual Peanut Research Station Tour / Zoom
Meeting/ webinar / TBD /plans are tentative

Sept 17Sept 20

OYE Exposition for the Youth of Oklahoma—
Livestock Show / Oklahoma County Fairgrounds / Oklahoma City, OK / For more info
https://okyouthexpo.com/eyo/

throughout the field. From those plants, every peanut pod should be picked off. There needs to be
150 to 200 pods from each field to provide an ade- Sept. 24 Carnegie Cotton Harvest Meeting / Merlin
Shantz Farm / Hydro, OK / 8:30 am
quate sample. If a field could possibly have varying
maturity, more than one sample should be submitted for that field.
Oct. 8
State 4-H & FFA Livestock Evaluation Contest / Animal Science Arena / Stillwater, OK
 Pods should be placed in a zip-lock bag with the
producer’s name, field name or identifier, and cell
phone number and/or email.
Oct. 13
Caddo County Fair Board Meeting / Caddo
County Fairgrounds, Baldwin Building / Ana These samples should be dropped off at the OSU
darko, OK / 7:00 pm
Caddo Research Station or coordinated with your
local OCES county extension office for drop off.
 Face covering and social distancing guidelines
should be followed during drop off. Other than dropping off samples, please refrain from interacting with
station and extension personnel.
 Times for drop off at the OSU Caddo Research Station – Fort Cobb will be from 8 am – 4 pm on
September 14th and from 8 am to Noon on September 15th.
 At Fort Cobb an ice chest will be located at the front porch of the shop to place peanut pod samples in.
 You will be contacted later with a picture of the maturity profile.
If you have any questions, contact the Caddo County Extension Office for further details.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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The 3 Stages of Parturition (calving)
Glenn Selk, Oklahoma State University Emeritus Extension Animal Scientist
As we move closer to the first of September and the fall calving season begins, understanding
what to expect during the normal delivery can help to determine when a cow needs assistance due to a
problem that occurs during calving. Animal scientists and veterinarians agree that there are three important stages of any cow’s delivery of the baby calf.
Stage 1
The first stage of parturition is dilation of the cervix. The normal cervix is tightly closed right up
until the cervical plug is completely dissolved. In stage 1, cervical dilation begins some 4 to 24 hours
before the completion of parturition. During this time the “progesterone block” is no longer present and
the uterine muscles are becoming more sensitive to all factors that increase the rate and strength of
contractions. At the beginning, the contractile forces primarily influence the relaxation of the cervix but
uterine muscular activity is still rather quiet. Cattle managers with a keen eye may notice the relaxation of the pelvic ligaments creating a “sunken” appearance near the tailhead. Stage 1 signs are often
quite subtle, but there may be some behavioral differences such as isolation or discomfort. At the end
of stage one, there may be some noticeable behavioral changes such as elevation of the tail, switching
of the tail and increased mucous discharge.
Stage 2
The second stage of parturition is defined as the delivery of the newborn. It begins with the
entrance of the membranes and fetus into the pelvic canal and ends with the completed birth of the
calf. So the second stage is the one in which we really are interested. This is where all the action
is. Clinically, and from a practical aspect we would define the beginning of stage 2 as the appearance
of membranes or water bag at the vulva. The traditional texts, fact sheets, magazines, and other publications that we read may state that stage 2 in cattle lasts from 2 to 4 hours.
However, data from Oklahoma State University (Putnam, et al. 1985) and the USDA experiment
station at Miles City, Montana (Doornbos, et al. 1984), would indicate that stage 2 is much shorter being approximately 1 hour for heifers and 30 minutes for adult cows. In these studies, assistance was
given if stage 2 progressed more than 2 hours after the appearance of water bag at the vulva. The interesting thing about the data was that heifers calving unassisted did so in an average time of about 55
minutes after the initiation of stage 2 and adult cows did
so within about 22 minutes of the initiation of stage
2. Those that took longer needed assistance. These
and other data would indicate that normal stage 2 of
parturition should be redefined as approximately 1 hour
for heifers and 30 minutes for cows. In heifers, not only
is the pelvic opening smaller, but also the soft tissue has David L. Nowlin
Ext. Educator: Agriculture
never been expanded. Older cows have had deliveries
david.nowlin@okstate.edu
in previous years and birth should go quite rapidly unless there is some abnormality such as a very large calf, Oklahoma State University, as an equal opportunity embackwards calf, leg back or twins.
ployer, complies with all applicable federal and state laws
Stage 3
regarding non-discrimina on and aﬃrma ve ac on. OklaThe third stage of parturition is the shedding of
homa State University is commi ed to a policy of equal
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occurs in less than 8-12 hours. The membranes are
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manual removal can be detrimental to uterine health
and future conception rates. Administration of antibiot- eeo.okstate.edu.
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for the proper management of a retained placenta.

Before the spring calving season begins, download and
read Calving Time Management for Beef Cows and Heifers (Oklahoma State University E-1006).
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