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Maintain body condition between calving and the breeding season.
(“Don’t let ‘em slip”)
Glenn Selk, Oklahoma State University Emeritus Extension Animal Scientist

One of the advantages for fall-calving is the body condition of the cows at calving time. After coming off
good summer grasses, the cows were mostly in good body condition (body condition scores of 5 and 6) and
many had adequate quantities of standing warm season forages available to them.
Body condition score at calving is the single most important trait determining when a cow resumes heat
cycles and therefore when she is likely to re-conceive for the next calf crop. However, it is also very important to avoid condition loss between calving and the breeding season to maintain excellent rebreeding
performance. Fall calving cows normally are in good body condition when they calve in September and
October. Body condition changes from the time the cow calves until she begins the breeding season can
also play a significant role in the rebreeding success story. This appears to be most important to those cows
that calve in the marginal condition score range of "4" or "5".
A two-year Oklahoma State University study shows the impact of losing body condition in the period from
calving to the start of the breeding season. This study was conducted with spring-calving cows, but the
“lesson-learned” applies to fall calving cows as well. Seventy-five cows in year 1 and seventy cows in year
two were randomly allotted to LOSE body condition from calving (beginning February 11) until mid April
or MAINTAIN body condition during the same time frame. Cows were exposed to fertile bulls for 90 days
each year starting May 1. Pregnancy rate was determined at 70 days after the breeding season. Cows that
were fed to maintain body condition from calving until the beginning of the breeding season averaged 94% pregnant, while those that calved in similar body condition but lost nearly one full condition score were 73% rebred. The body condition that was maintained throughout late pregnancy until
calving time must be maintained until rebreeding to accomplish high rebreeding rates.
By studying the nutrient requirement tables for lactating beef cows, we can learn that an 1100 pound cow
needs about 2.5 pounds of crude protein per day. (Download and read OSU Circular E-974 “Nutrient Requirements of Beef Cattle”) She should receive approximately 1 pound of protein from the standing grass
and/or grass hay she consumes free choice. Therefore we need to provide 1.5 pounds of protein via supplements. If we are feeding a high protein cube such as a 40% protein supplement, she will need about 3.75
pounds of supplement daily. If the supplement is a 30% supplement then 5 pounds per day will be needed. Maintaining the body condition through the breeding season should be rewarded with a high percentage calf crop the following year.
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OSU Cow-culator Nutrition Tool
Feed and grazing costs can be 50 to 70 percent of production costs in cow/calf enterprises and 60 to
80 percent of production costs in growing and finishing enterprises. As a result, beef cattle producers must
critically evaluate grazing, feeding and supplementation programs to ensure efficient use of available
resources and optimization of animal performance. OSU Cowculator is an Excel-based spreadsheet program
designed to assist cattlemen in making informed decisions associated with beef cattle nutrition. Animal
criteria and the feed library can be customized to each operation and to each situation. Animal requirements,
feed intake estimates, and performance predictions are based on years of research data summarized in the
National Academies of Science Engineering and Medicine, Nutrient Requirements of Beef Cattle publication
(NASEM, 20). The program summary provides an overview of cattle & management information such as diet
composition, pounds of ingredients in a batch and costs. go here. Producers with cow/calf enterprises will
find this useful in evaluating and optimizing the performance of their animals. The Cowculator and fact sheet
can be found at beef.okstate.edu

Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2
The Blaine County FSA is taking applications by phone at 580-623-8501. Signup for the
Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2 (CFAP 2) began on Sept. 21, 2020 and will continue through Dec.
11, 2020. CFAP 2 provides eligible producers with direct financial assistance due to market disruptions and
associated costs because of the COVID-19 pandemic.
CFAP 2 is a separate program from the first round of the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program, now
referred to as CFAP 1. Farmers and ranchers who participated in CFAP 1 will not be automatically enrolled
and must complete a new application for CFAP 2.
Details on how to apply can be found on farmers.gov/cfap/apply. CFAP 2 Eligible Commodities Finder Many more commodities are eligible for CFAP 2 than CFAP 1. Interested in finding the Coronavirus Food
Assistance Program 2 payment rates for the eligible commodities you grow or raise? Our new, easy-to -use
CFAP 2 Eligible Commodities Finder makes finding payment rates specific to your operation simple.
From yam to alpaca farmers – and everyone in between – the payment rate information you need is just a few
clicks away. Try it today on your desktop, tablet, or mobile device.

The Blaine County FSA is also taking applications for the Livestock Forage Disaster
Program

The Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) provides payments to eligible livestock owners and contract
growers who have covered livestock and who are also producers of grazed forage crop acreage (native and
improved pasture land with permanent vegetative cover or certain crops planted specifically for grazing) that
have suffered a loss of grazed forage due to a qualifying drought during the normal grazing period for the
county. Contact the County FSA office for more information.
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Managing Storm Damaged Trees
Moisture in October is always welcome a blessing. Unfortunately we received the moisture as ice. If
you have trees damaged from the storm call our office for a fact sheet on managing storm damaged trees or
visit Blaine County OSU Extension facebook page for the factsheet.

GARDEN TIPS FOR NOVEMBER!
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Fertilize cool-season grasses like fescue with 1pound nitrogen per 1000 sq. ft.
Continue to mow fescue as needed at 2 inches and water during dry conditions.
Control broadleaf winter weeds like dandelions.
Keep falling leaves off fescue to avoid damage to the foliage.
Prune deciduous trees in early part of winter. Prune only for structural and safety purposes.
Wrap young, thin-barked trees with a commercial protective material to prevent winter sunscald.
Apply dormant oil for scale infested trees and shrubs before temperatures fall below 40 degrees Fahrenheit.
Follow label directions.
Continue to plant balled and burlapped and containerized trees.
Watch for arborvitae aphids, which tolerate cooler temperatures in evergreen shrubs.
Tulips can still be successfully planted through the middle of November.
Leave foliage on asparagus, mums, and other perennials to help insulate crowns from harsh winter
conditions.
Bulbs like hyacinth, narcissus and tulip can be potted in containers for indoor forcing.
Leftover garden seeds can be stored in an airtight container in the refrigerator or freezer until next planting
season. Discard seeds over 3 years old.
Gather and shred leaves. Add to compost, use as mulch or till into garden plots.
Clean and store garden and landscape tools. Coat with a light application of oil to prevent rusting. Drain
fuel tanks, irrigation lines, and hoses. Bring hoses indoors.
Delay pruning fruit trees until next February or March before bud break.
Harvest pecans and walnuts immediately to eliminate deterioration of the kernel.

GARDEN TIPS FOR DECEMBER

Remove leaves from cool-season grasses or mow with a mulching mower.
Continue mowing cool-season lawns on a regular basis.
Continue to control broadleaf weeds in well-established warm- or cool-season lawns with a post-emergent
broadleaf weed killer.
• Live Christmas trees are a wise investment, as they become permanent additions to the landscape after the
holidays.
• Light prunings of evergreens can be used for holiday decorations. Be careful with sap that can mar
surfaces.
• Apply winter mulch to protect rose bush bud unions and other perennials. Wait until after several early
freezes or you will give insects a good place to winter.
• Poinsettias must have at least six hours of bright, indirect light daily. Keep plants away from drafts.
• Cover strawberry plants with a mulch about 3 to 4 inches thick if plants are prone to winter injury.
• Keep all plants watered during dry conditions even though some may be dormant.
• Irrigate all plantings at least 24 hours before hard-freezing weather if soil is dry.
• Order gardening supplies for next season.
• Now is a great time to design and make structural improvements in your garden and landscape.
•
•
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