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Tomato Ripening and Holding 
David Hillock 

     As we enter the shorter and cooler days of late summer 
and fall tomatoes that survived the summer may begin 
setting fruit again. Hopefully they will ripen before freezing 
temperatures set in, but in case we have an early freeze 
that threatens the plants, tomatoes can be picked before 
they are fully ripe and stored indoors to complete the rip-
ening process.  

     The tomato is a perishable fruit. Once the ripening pro-
cess begins it can’t be completely stopped. Tomatoes ripen 
rapidly at temperatures of 72°F, store well at 60°F, and can 
be held at 55°F. 

     The tomato ripens from the inside out. The tomato that 
is called vine ripe in the trade is actually picked when pink 
color first shows at the blossom end.  

     Tomatoes will turn color and ripen in light or in the dark 
at proper temperatures. High temperatures (above 80°F) 
prevent good color and flavor development and increase 
the chance of decay. 

In the heat of July and August in Oklahoma, tomatoes left 
on the plant to fully ripen tend to turn red-orange in color. 
To get good red color development, the tomatoes must be 
picked when pink color first shows on the blossom end and 
placed in a cooler environment. In four days, at 70 to 75°F, 
tomatoes will develop full red color and excellent flavor. 
Picking tomatoes at this stage also reduces the chances for 
fruit cracking and garden losses due to birds, worms, sun 
scald, and other causes. 

     For the best flavor, ripe tomatoes should not be stored 
in the refrigerator for any length of time. Temperatures 
below 55°F are damaging 
to the fruit. You will get 
top flavor if tomatoes are 
stored in a cool place as 
near 60°F as possible. 

 

Being Earth-Friendly 
David Hillock 

     Everything we do each day influences our beautiful 
earth, landscaping and gardening has no exception.  There 
are many little things we can do to protect our environ-
ment. Here are a few suggestions.  

• Be more tolerant of minor surface imperfections on 
our fruits, vegetables, and landscape plants. By doing so, 
we can significantly reduce the amount of pesticides used. 

• Properly selecting and placing plants such as trees and 
shrubs around the home can significantly reduce our ener-
gy bills. Shade trees can help keep the inside temperature 
of the home lower longer during the summer. Evergreen 
windbreaks can reduce heating costs by as much as 15-30 
percent in winter. 

     Plant more trees and shrubs. There are many experts 
who believe that large-scale plantings of woody plants can 
help reduce the “greenhouse effect.” 

Benefits of Early Culling Open  
Breeding Heifers  

Mark Z. Johnson, Oklahoma State University Extension Beef Cattle 
Breeding Specialist 

      Early culling of open breeding heifers has several benefits to your 
cow-calf operations bottomline.  Pregnancy can be diagnosed by 
palpation at 60 days and by ultrasound as early as 30 days, so now is 
the now is the time to take action and cull the open heifers.  In addi-
tion to reducing grazing pressure on drought stressed pastures there 
are several other long-term benefits.  Typically we should expect 
well developed yearling heifers, at 65% of their mature weight, go-
ing into their first breeding season to conceive in a fairly short (45- 
60 days) breeding season.  The easiest time in a beef breeding fe-
males life to get bred, should be as a well-developed yearling heif-
er.  Because of this, culling open heifers as soon as possible leads to: 

• Improving the long-term reproductive performance of your cow
-herd.  Reproductive traits are low in heritability; nevertheless, cull-
ing open heifers will improve the genetic potential for reproductive 
performance in your cow-herd by eliminating the sub-fertile heif-
ers.  From business standpoint, reproductive success (percent calf 
crop weaned) is of critical economic importance in the cow-calf sec-
tor. 

• Culling open yearling heifers right now still gives them the po-
tential to be marketed as yearlings.  At this age they still have the 
potential to finish out while in the A maturity group and harvest as 
fed cattle reaching the most valuable Quality Grades (Choice and 
Prime).  

     It is a best management practice to breed heifers to calve a little 
ahead of our mature cow herd.  It permits us to concentrate our 
management efforts during the heifer’s calving season and, as im-
portantly, to give them a little extra time to breed back and calve on 
schedule the following year.  With this in mind, hold your replace-
ment heifers accountable and cull opens as soon as practical to save 
on feed bills, capture their maximum value and improve the fertility 
of your cow herd.    

October 22, 2022 at 10:30am  -  Balko School 

Livestock Show for the Special Needs. (Ages 7 & Up)  allow 
those who normally wouldn’t participate in a livestock show to 
participate. 

We will Provide the animals; sheep and goats only 

We will have area 4-H and FFA members there to help each 
participant. 

Awards given to each 
participant 

Petting Zoo 

Craft Table 

T-Shirts for each partici-
pant 

Lunch Provided 

Parents and Grandpar-
ents ARE encouraged to 
attend!!! 

Follow us on Facebook:  Show For The Gold Group 

Contact:  Christi & Reagan Werner 620-655-3892 OR 

CandiSu & Kodie Fleming 580-524-1101 



Be Sure to Check Early Planted Wheat 
Fields for Fall Armyworms 

Paul Beck, Oklahoma State University Extension Beef 
Nutrition Specialist 

      In my weekly trips to western Oklahoma, I have 
noticed that areas have received enough rainfall to 
start planting wheat. Several fields look to have been 
planted early and have very nice stands, while planting 
in areas with good moisture is progressing rapidly. It 
appears that some of our focus has shifted away from 
maximum grain production to earlier planting to en-
hance wheat forage production due to our poor range 
conditions and short hay crop. 

      Fall armyworms are a big concern because we 
have at least 6 weeks before our first killing frost. This 
is time to allow for at least two generations of moth 
flights for laying eggs. Fall armyworms affect sorghum 
and corn, so they can act as bridge crops for 
armyworms that can affect our early planted fall wheat 
fields, there may be multiple generations of armyworm 
larva. Early planted wheat grows slowly due to the 
warmer temperatures and armyworm larva can keep 
up with the wheat growth causing major damage. 

      Armyworm moths can lay 1,000 eggs, which can 
hatch in 3 to 10 days. The caterpillars molt 6 times over 
21 to 28 days increasing in size with each molt, or 
‘instar’ stage. Mature fall armyworms are green to 
brown and are 1.5 inches long with an inverted Y on 
their head.  

      It is important to scout fields and detect armyworm 
larva at early stages or ‘instars’. Early instars are more 
susceptible to insecticide products and they do not 
cause as much damage. Armyworms are very hard to 
see until they reach instar 4 or 5, but they consume 
94% of their lifetime forage intake during their last 5 to 
6 days during instars 5 and 6. Mature larva are vora-
cious feeders and can consume a field in just a few 
days. Smaller larva do not eat through the leaf but con-
sume the green tissue in a leaf, leaving a clear mem-
brane that looks like a window pane. 

     Scout at least 5 to 10 locations in the interior of 
each field. Treatment should occur when there are 2 to 
4 caterpillars in a linear foot of a row with feeding dam-
age present. 

      For detailed treatment guidelines consult 
OSU Factsheet CR7193 Management of Insect Pests 
in Rangeland and Pasture and CR7194 Management 
of Insect and Mite Pests in Small Grains 

      Dr. Tom Royer discussed Winter Wheat Manage-
ment for Fall & Winter Pests on Rancher’s Thursday 
Lunchtime Series from November 2020. 

Understand the Value of Hay 
Trent Milacek, West Area Extension Ag Econ Specialist 

 

     Did you have to mow 
your lawn much this year? 
I’m not talking to people 
irrigating their yard; those 
of us who rely on mother 
nature have not spent 
much time in the mower 
seat. The same thing is 
influencing the amount of 
forage available to our 
livestock. 

     I have witnessed more 
than a few grumblings about the price of hay from buyers. 
Comments that they cannot make money at current prices is 
an honest concern. Those of you producing hay see the other 
side. Fertilizer costs over 150% higher than previous years, 
higher chemical costs, increased machinery expense and fuel 
price increases all factor into the cost of growing forage. 

     Hay stocks in Oklahoma have gone down 48% year-over-
year and we started last year below average supplies. The 
cost of a product is not linear as supply decreases and prices 
can skyrocket as the reality sets in that some producers will 
not be able to purchase the hay they need to make it through 
winter. 

     What is the cost of a bale of hay? First, we need land to 
produce hay so let’s assume a feasible rental rate for pasture 
that can also be hayed is $25/acre. The cost to create a bale 
of hay from swathing to baling a 5x6 round bale in this exam-
ple is $35/bale if the ground produced 2 bales/acre. A 50 lb. 
of nitrogen/acre fertilizer rate cost $45/acre so we split that 
between two bales for a $22.50/bale nitrogen cost. So far, we 
have $70/5x6 round bale in expenses. You could add $5/bale 
hauling cost to the side of the field, but I omitted it here. 

     This is for our typical native grass hay. I have heard of an-
ecdotal observations for alfalfa hay that is bringing $300/ton 
or more. Our native grass example would cost $165/ton. 

     When we drill down on the expense of production the ex-
pense of procurement makes sense. My caution to producers 
is that they should never buy hay that has not been tested. 
There is too much variability in hay quality and prices are too 
high to take that risk. Nitrates have been a concern in many 
hay fields as well which could render hay worthless if levels 
are too high. It seems to be a common theme where quality 
hay is undervalued and poor hay is overvalued as the market 
tries to discover value. Consider purchasing hay that is of 
higher quality due to the cost of supplemental protein 
sources. A dollar of hay with good quality will far outweigh the 
value of poor hay that must be supplemented with protein and 
labor to deliver that supplement. 

     Also consider that producers may face a longer feeding 
season. Pastures are stressed, moisture prospects are still 
low and a wet spring has not been forecast. We may have to 
consider a feeding season that stretches more than half the 
year for some producers. Current prices may seem cheap 
once the snow starts to fly. 

https://extension.okstate.edu/fact-sheets/management-of-insect-pests-in-rangeland-and-pasture.html
https://extension.okstate.edu/fact-sheets/management-of-insect-pests-in-rangeland-and-pasture.html
https://extension.okstate.edu/fact-sheets/management-of-insect-and-mite-pests-in-small-grains.html
https://extension.okstate.edu/fact-sheets/management-of-insect-and-mite-pests-in-small-grains.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PbmiTsGSdh0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PbmiTsGSdh0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PbmiTsGSdh0


Beaver County Extension Office 

PO Box 339 

Beaver, OK 73932 

CALENDAR 

Sept 29 - Oct 8 ....... Tulsa State Fair Beef Tent, Tulsa, OK 

Oct 4 & 5  .................................. 5-State Beef Conference 

Oct 10 ............................. Extension Office will be Closed 

Oct 12 .. Rural Economic Outlook Conference, Stillwater 

Oct 19 ......... Cattlemen’s Series, Chattanooga, Ok (rsvp) 

Oct—Nov ..................................... OCA Fall Gatherings— 

12 locations across the state, locations TBA 

Nov 11 ......... Oklahoma’s Cattlemen’s Foundation Steer 

Carcass Challenge and OJCA Steer Feedout Dropoff Date 

Dec 8-10 ............................................ Tulsa Farm Show— 

Tulsa State Fairgrounds, Tulsa, OK  

Dec—Jan ..................................... Cow Calf Conference— 

Watch for an exact date  

 Oklahoma State University, as an equal opportunity employer, complies with all applicable federal and state laws regarding non-discrimination and affirmative action. 

Oklahoma State University is committed to a policy of equal opportunity for all individuals and does not discriminate based on race, religion, age, sex, color, national 

origin, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity/expression, disability, or veteran status with regard to employment, educational programs and activities, and/

or admissions. For more information, visit https://eeo.okstate.edu.    “Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication or program information 

or reasonable accommodation need to contact (name, event host/coordinator) at (phone number/email) at least two weeks prior to the event.”  

Private Pesticide Applicator License Holders: 
Please go to the website listed below and do the CEU classes.  Most 
of these classes are done on your computer at home.   There are 5 
months left to complete 8 of the 16 classes we all need before De-
cember 2023.   If you have a question or problem please call Loren 
at the Beaver Extension Office at 580-625-3464.  Click the link for 
CEU Classes that can be done online.  

https://www.kellysolutions.com/ok/applicators/courses/
searchCourseTitle.asp 

 

Follow these steps: 

• In the “Enter the License Category to Search For” click the 
down arrow and select: 1A –Agricultural Plant Pest Control  

• Click “Find Course with these criteria 

• Look under the “Course Sponsor” name.   

• Open new web browser and type in one of those names in this 
column 

• Then you will search for a class.    

These classes are not free and each one costs a different amount.   
Loren  is trying to schedule 2 of these at a time (a morning and an 
afternoon on the same day).  Please work on these on your own.   
Thank you   

https://www.kellysolutions.com/ok/applicators/courses/searchCourseTitle.asp
https://www.kellysolutions.com/ok/applicators/courses/searchCourseTitle.asp

